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editors: letter 


I have to admit that I don’t often venture out into 
my garden during the winter months. It’s still very 
much a work-in-progress and there’s far too much 
mud and mess. It’s better to stay indoors and 
watch the season unfolding through the picture 
windows at the back of my house. There are some 
wonderful old trees at the very end of the garden 
that frame the view and draw the eye, but I’m still 
working out what should happen nearer the house. 
This month Sarah Price provides much food for thought with her Design 
Ideas feature in which she looks at how to create atmosphere, intrigue and 


interesting transitions from one area to the next. Rosemary Alexander, 
principal of the English Gardening School, recommends the best plants for 


i i ie, \Yie ’ ¢ 
winter interest, and I suspect that many of those she suggests would make BAIA | Roserarynictantior recommiehes the best 
perfect specimens to snip and bring indoors. It’s easy to think of pressing k \ plants to brighten winter days, page 481! 
he ar <i 


flowers as just a summertime activity, however, Sonya Patel Ellis shows us 
how to create a charming botanical Advent calendar, and this would make 
a lovely excuse to investigate the garden or to take a country walk. Gardens 
can always benefit from a bit of twinkle and Christmas is the perfect 
excuse to buy outdoor fairy lights. Kristy Ramage — designer, artist and 
stylist extraordinaire — suggests some inspiring ideas to make your garden 
glow this winter. We've also got great suggestions for gifts for gardeners and 
don’t forget you can find some lovely products at the Gardens Illustrated 
shop. I hope you enjoy the issue and wish you a very happy Christmas. 
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Save money when you subscribe to 
the digital edition — see page 32 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 


DECEMBER 2015 


Plants 70 Into the wilderness High in the rugged 
mountains of southern France, photographer 
24  Plantsman’s favourites Hans Kramer, Annette Lepple and her husband George have 
co-owner of the Dutch nursery De Hessenhof, turned a neglected, overgrown garden into 
selects his favourite plants for December a whimsical and romantic retreat 
48 Plant profile: plants to brighten winter days 
Rosemary Alexander suggests a host of plants People 


that offer colour and interest through the winter 


ON THE COVER 


56 Who's who The indefatigable Bunny Guinness 


Places - landscape architect, designer, Radio 4’sGQT = 

panellist, multiple Chelsea gold medal winner == 

36 = Strong lines This geometrically designed and author — tells us why she still has such g 

garden in the Netherlands, criss-crossed by a passion for gardening : 

paths, canals and hedges, imaginatively uses 95 Alife in books Garden writer and designer ‘ 

form and structure — and striking trees — to Penelope Hobhouse reveals the ten gardening 5 

a maintain interest throughout the seasons books that have inspired, educated, enthralled a 
COVER IMAGE 64 Tudor grandeur Over the past decade Roger and influenced her the most : 
and Jackie Pietroni have created a spectacular 114 Indigenous species Gardening with the realities Fe 

garden, complete with extensive orchards and of drought, Frank Ronan falls for a Californian BS 

knot garden, at their 16th-century farmhouse native that proves frustratingly elusive to buy z 
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Pressed for time Artist and herbarium 
enthusiast Sonya Patel Ellis demonstrates how to 
create a floral Advent calendar using dried flowers 
How does your garden glow? Set your garden 
a-twinkle in the winter twilights by making 

these simple but sophisticated lanterns 

The fire starter Everything you need to know 
for the perfect fire: which wood to choose, how 
to stack it, split it, make kindling and lay your fire 
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Design update What's new in garden design 
Design ideas: the importance of transitions 
Designer Sarah Price explains how a garden 
should reveal itself like a good film, building 
atmosphere and intrigue through movement 
Design sourcebook The best wheelbarrows 
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garden lover, from urban to cottage gardener 
Gardener cook This month, Jojo looks back and 
takes stock of her allotment year 

Subscription offer Save money when you take 
out a subscription to the digital edition 
Gardening talent Introducing freelance 
gardener, Andy Nelson 

Books Our favourite books of 2015 

Stockists and how to buy back issues 
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Shop Need a Christmas gift? Find out what's 
on offer in the Gardens Illustrated online shop 
Next issue Our new Plant Special 
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* See the line-up for the 
Gardens Illustrated 
Festival 2016 — page 8 

* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital 
edition — see page 32 

« Browse the Gardens 
Illustrated shop — page 107 
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POTS *AND ¢PITHOI 
ESTABLISHED 1985 


A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF GIFTS, 
CERAMICS, KILIMS & RUGS, FOOD & MORE 
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CHRISTMAS 
CORNUCOPIA 


Fe 
FROM NOV 8TH. FESTIVE SHOPPING ONLINE OR VISIT 
US FOR COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE WITH FREE PARKING, 
SEASONAL SUNDAY WITH MULLED WINE ON DEC 7TH 


Buy Online: www.potsandpithoi.com 


The Barns, East Street, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 
Tel: 01342 714793 Email: info@potsandpithoi.com 


GEORGE LEPPEL 


ANNETTE LEPPLE 
Annette is a garden designer, 
writer, author and photographer 
who considers herself lucky to 
be doing work she’s passionate 
about. This year she won the 
European Garden Photography 
Award. On page 70 she has 
photographed her own garden 
in southern France. 


“Hoar frost and the stunning light worked their magic and made 
me completely forget that | don't like winter.” 


JULIET NICHOLS 


ROSEMARY 
ALEXANDER 

Rosemary is principal of 

The English Gardening School 
and in 2011 she was awarded the 
RHS Veitch Memorial Medal for 
her contribution to garden 
design. On page 48 she chooses 
some of the best plants to 
brighten a winter garden. 


“Plants that perform during the shorter winter days are less well 
known, but the ones that do succeed are much valued.” 


ANDREW 
MONTGOMERY 
Andrew's photography career 
began at 14 with a dark room in 
the garden. Today with clients 
across Europe, he's kept very 
busy, not least by Gardens 
Illustrated where this issue his 
sumptuous work can be found 
on pages 35, 44, 58, 76 and 95. 


“The Herbarium Project was one of the year's highlights. To shoot 
something so creative in such a simple way was a real pleasure.” 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


KATHERINE SWIFT 
Katherine lives and gardens at 
the The Dower House at Morville 
Hall in Shropshire and has 
written several books about her 
life there. On page 64 she 
discovers the charms of winter 
at Ashley Farm in Herefordshire, 
a formal garden with echoes 

of its agricultural past. 


“| loved the drama of this garden in winter — the white trunks of 
birch and contorted branches of apple trees against dark hedges.” 
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SUPERIOR GIFTS FOR 
Christmas 


e Festive decoration « Sneeboer® tools 
¢ Food & drink gift sets * Basket gift sets 
e Practical gardening gifts 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0333 400 1500 (local rate) 
Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 


10% OFF QUOTE FFPAGL9 
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22-23 April 2016, Tetbury, Gloucestershire 


Make a date to join us at our Festival to celebrate gardens, 
gardening, plants and design 
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Join us for the second Gardens Illustrated Festival, 
now in the beautiful Cotswold town of Tetbury. 
Taking place over the weekend of 22-23 April 
2016, the festival will once again gather together 
an eclectic and exciting line-up of speakers — 
offering a fascinating programme of talks on 
a range of horticultural topics. 

Building on the success of last year’s event, we 
have moved location from Malmesbury to the 
nearby and the equally charming Cotswold town 


All 


1: 


of Tetbury, allowing for more festival activities 
in one place. Alongside the talks there will be 
a marquee selling a fine selection of plants and 
gardening goods from some of our favourite 
companies and artisan makers. You'll also find our 
garden plant and design clinic offering individual 
advice, a series of workshops, and freshly made teas, 
coffees and lunches. 

And, as with last year, we'll also be organising 
guided tours of local gardens. 


Confirmed speakers for 2016 include: Arne Maynard, Cleve West, Roy Lancaster, 
Tim Richardson, Mark Diacono, James Alexander-Sinclair, Fergus Garrett, Jinny Blom, 
Carol Klein, Helen Dillon, Troy Scott Smith, Val Bourne, Matthew Wilson, 
Marina Christopher and Chris Beardshaw. 


Full details of all events and how to book can be found at 


gardensfestival.com 


eS na we ve grown = 
Fifteen years ago, WE transformed a barren clay pit 


into a global garden, showcasing the art of the possible. 


Today this rich landscape — where contemporary 
Outdoor Gardens are complemented by Eden's iconic 


Biomes - has come Of age. Discover curved beds of 


architectural planting, wild slopes of shrubs and 


grasses, shaded glades and ordered rows of crops. 
This is diverse gardening at its most imaginative. 


Come and be inspired by the changing seasons at Eden. 


Beyond extiectation Seal msl 


The Eden Proj i 
ject‘connects us with each other and the living world. Reg. charity no. 1093070 (The Eden Trust) 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON AND ALYS HURN 


WINTER WALK 


Holly go brightly 


Glossy leaves and bright berries — not to mention its key role at Christmas — make 
holly one of our most appealing winter plants. RHS garden Rosemoor in Devon is 
home to a National Collection with some 160 different types of holly, all of which 
can be enjoyed throughout the winter season as part of a new holly trail. To mark 
the trail’s opening, join a talk on 1 December to find out more about the diversity 
of the collection. RHS Rosemoor, Great Torrington, Devon EX38 8PH. 

Tel 0845 265 8072, rhs.org.uk/gardens/rosemoor 
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dig in news 


of its fifth gard 


n. en. RHS Garden Bridgewater, 


anew 156-acre Scien will x created at the historic estate of Worsley New Hall in 
Salford i in the northwest, and join Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr and Hyde Hall. The 
|ix garden, which will open to visitors in 2019 will reawaken former tree-lined avenues, 


aten-ac 


kitchen garden and hidden terraces. rhs.org.uk 


The new RHS garden will bring long 
neglected features back to life. 


Left The once grand hall of Worsley 
NewHall boasted fine terracing. The 
hall was demolished in the 1940s. 


COSY TOES 
Make sure your feet are 
cosy this winter with these 
soft alpaca wool socks. 
Hard-wearing and with 
a cushioned sole for extra 
comfort, they make the 
perfect, luxury, welly boot 
sock. They come in a range 
of colours and cost £16 from 
home store 
Freight in 
Lewes, whose 
products are 
all made 
and designed 
in the UK by 
artisans and 
craftspeople. 
Tel 07470 
023281, 
freightstore. 
co.uk 
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GROW YOUR OWN 
Maximum flavour 


Keep eating healthy greens over winter 

with this range of fast-growing, flavourful 
microgreens from Johnsons Seeds. Easy to 
grow ona windowsill, the vegetable and herb 
crops are ready to snip in around two weeks. 
Included in the range is rocket, beetroot, 
coriander and chard. The microgreens can 
be bought as individual seed packets at 
£2.55 each, or as a Growing Kit that includes 
a handy growing tray and three packets of 
seeds for £4.99. Tel 0333 321 3103, 
johnsons-seeds.com 


EXHIBITION 
Elm conservation 


The spread of Dutch elm disease in 

he 1970s changed the face of the British 
countryside and many of our cities, 
including London. Ulmus Londinium, an 
installation at Somerset House, has been 
devised by the design duo Stables and 
Lucraft for The Conservation Foundation 
o celebrate the elm tree's heritage and 
raise awareness of attempts to reintroduce 
it. An accompanying app locates 
London's remaining elm trees and 
historical locations. Until 5 December. 
conservationfoundation.co.uk 
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TIVOLI £349 


MADE-TO-ORDER 


Available as an armchair, two- or three-seater, and chaise-end corner sofa, 
choose from 30 designer fabrics and three of the finest hardwoods. 
Shown here in Alpine weave and oak. 


SAVE £20 


WITH CODE GARDENSILLUSTRATED 


swooneditions.com/gardensillustrated 
or call O20 3137 2464 


Save £20 on a £200 minimum spend. Prices shown accurate at time of print. 
Cannot be used alongside any other offers or promotions - ends at midnight on 09.12.15. 
Full terms can be found at swooneditions.com/terms 
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GARDEN VISIT 


Wonderful Wakehurst 


This year the 465-acre estate at Wakehurst Place in Sussex 
celebrated ‘50 years of Kew’, taking a look at its development 

from private country estate to becoming part of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens and home to the Millennium Seed Bank. You can appreciate 
the gardens in full with a Friends of Wakehurst Membership for £30, 
offering unlimited year-round entry and one free ticket to Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew. Tel 01444 894067, kew.org/visit-wakehurst 


INTHE GARDEN 

Plant support specialist 
Muntons has brought 

out a new SlimJim range 
including hoops, obelisks 
and stakes. The slimmer 
version uses 8mm diameter 
steel and is better suited to 
smaller or cottage gardens 
where space in borders is 
more limited. Tel O800 130 
3421, muntons.net 


Sweet tin 
Easton Walled Garden in Lincolnshire is famed for 
its exuberant sweet pea displays. Now the garden 
team has created the Sweet Pea Seed Gift Tin 
including six seed packets 
of their favourite sweet 
peas, labels, and 
expert advice. 
£18. Tel 01476 
530063, 
~ shopateaston. 
~ co.uk 


Tenbury Wells, the capital of 
English mistletoe, hosts an 
annual event to celebrate 

its mistletoe heritage. 
Mistletoe auctions on 

24 November, and 1 and 

8 December, 10am at Burford 
House Garden Store, Tenbury 
Wells, Worcestershire WR15 
8HQ. thegardenstore.ltd.uk 
On 5 December the town 
hosts a Festival Day with 
performances and activities. 
tenburymistletoe.org 
IIluminated mile-long trail 
leads visitors beneath lit 

tree canopies and alongside 
glowing waters. 25 November 
— 2 January. Timed entry 
between 5-8.15pm, £16 
adults, £48 family. Please 
check for available dates. 
The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew. Tel 0844 995 9675, 
kew.org/christmas 

Find the perfect horticultural 
gifts for family and friends at 
the Chelsea Physic Garden. 
1-4 and 6-11 December, 
10am-4pm. Chelsea Physic 
Garden, 66 Royal Hospital 
Road, London SW3 4HS. 

Tel 020 7352 5646, 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 
Exhibition of paintings by 
artist Emma Tennant inspired 
by famous plant hunters of 


Christmas at Kew. 


the 19th and 20th centuries 
and Emma’s own encounters 
with plants in the 21st 
century. 2-10 December. 

The Fine Art Society, 148 New 
Bond Street, London W1S 
2JT. Tel O20 7629 5116, 
faslondon.com 

One-day course with 
professional florists to create 
a traditional moss-based 
wreath covered in seasonal 
foliage. 3 or 4 December, 
10.30am — 1.30pm, £88, 

RHS Garden Wisley, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 020 
3176 5830, rhs.org.uk/wisley 


Ross Barbour of Picton 
Gardens gives inspiration on 
plants that give you colour, 
scent and texture through 
winter. 8 December, 2-4pm. 
£11. Hosted by RHS Centre, 
Pershore College at Picton 
Garden near Malvern. 

Tel 01386 554609, 
warwickshire.ac.uk/RHS 


Demonstration by floral 
expert Jonathan Moseley 
sharing tips and techniques 
for creating a table 
centrepiece and door 
wreath. 15 and 16 December, 
11.30am-2.30pm, £30. 
Chatsworth, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire DE45 1PP. 

Tel 01246 565300, 
chatsworth.org 


RBG KEW 


Choose this 
medal winning 
school for 
garden design 


A high standard of teaching is central to our 
garden design school’s success and on which 
our reputation has been built over the past 

4O years. 

Whether it’s a graduate, part time or online 
course you will receive guidance from the 


same high quality tutors. 


So whether you are aiming for a successful 
career in garden design or simply looking to 
improve your own garden you won’t find a 
better established or more renowned school 
than the Inchbald. 


Full time, part time or change of 
career time design courses 


SAL] Biman @0© inchbald 


UNIVERSITY 


ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7630 9011 | sharon.gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 


Gloves for people serious 
about Gardening 


The Perfect Christmas Gift 
for All Gardeners 


Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 


BEWARE of Poor Quality Imitations! 


Endorsed by 


Royal 


Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 


GIFTS FOR 


No matter if the gardener in your life is 
passionate about wildlife, fanatical 
about veg growing or simply loves cut 
flowers, we have the perfect present 


WORDS AND STYLING ROSANNA MORRIS 
PHOTOGRAPHS SEAN MALYON 
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The wildlife gardener ss es 
lockwise from top left Sedona terracotta bird house, £28, Anthropologie: 
insect hotel, £79.95, hedgehog house, £95, both Highgrove Shop; robin oe 
brooch, £14, Alice Shields; boxed robin warbler, £18.50, cuckoo call, £1750, 
six mechanical KOH-|-NOOR drawing pencils in a leather case, £50, all — 

~ Objects of Use: garden birds notebook, £4, Alice Shields: bee homes, set _ <>) 
of three, £22, Rowen & Wren; gardeners’ friends plant labels pack of 10 
£4.50, Hen & Hammock; bee mug, £12, Alice Shields; hive tool, £20, 
Implementations; brass lassi vase, £12, Loop the Loop; Guerrilla 
Gardeners bee seed bomb, £6, Hen & Hammock; Rifle Paper Co gift 
wrap ‘Emerald Peonies' £7.70 each (three sheets), Northlight Homestore; 
fabric background ‘Papavera Plain’ teal, £25 per metre, Sanderson. 
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dig in shop front 


The allotment gardener 


Clockwise from top ‘Grow Your Own’ calendar 
print, £45, Bold & Noble; red Dewar one-litre 
vacuum flask, £21.50, Objects of Use; Barbour 
Setter wellington boots olive, £69.95, Barbour; 
Vega hand fork, £32, Implementations; seed rule, 
£19, Hen & Hammock; string holder and 
dispenser, £14.95, Highgrove Shop; The Purple 
Patch seed collection, £8.50, Hen & Hammock; 
The Allotment Almanac by Terry Walton, £11.99, 
Highgrove Shop; small German aluminium lunch 
box, £20, Objects of Use; ceramic sign, £20, Alice 
Shields; galvanised steel nine-litre Burgon & Ball 
watering can, £40, Objects of Use; Uashmama 
lunch bag rose gold, £49, The Future Kept; Rifle 
Paper Co gift wrap ‘Midnight Floral’ as before; 
fabric background ‘Papavera Plain’ 

pine, £25 per metre, Sanderson. 


Artieboke. Gintie 
Artichoke, terusatem 
Auberatine 
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The cottage gardener 


Clockwise from top Flowers of Liberty Theodora Roberts 
Revival radio, £225, Liberty; ladies garden apron, £15, 
Lavender & Leeks; large trug, £29.95, Highgrove Shop; anti- 
bramble gauntlets, £35, Gardens Illustrated Shop; small red 
garden scissors, £20.80, Manufactum; gingko leaf plant 
markers set of four (hanging and stakes), £8.99 per set, 
Crocus; The Gardener's Pocket Bible, £9.99, Highgrove 
Shop; Rifle Paper Co Tapestry memoir notebook, £13, 
Northlight Homestore; baker’s twine grey and white 100m, 
£6.50, Gardens Illustrated Shop; Barbour short classic tartan 
wellingtons, £59.95, Barbour; De Wit tulip trowel, £29.99, 
Crocus; Curious original hard soap, £12, True Grace; Rifle 
Paper Co gift wrap ‘Wildflower; £7.70 each (three sheets), 
Northlight Homestore; fabric background ‘Papavera Plain’ 
pesto, £25 per metre, Sanderson. 


* GROW IRGETABLES” 


dig in shop front 


The urban gardener 


Clockwise from top Scattered fern linen cushion white/ink, 
£45, lady fern linen cushion white/olive, £45, both Clarissa 
Hulse; Sneeboer Maubach trowel, £45, Gardens Illustrated 
Shop; concrete tube vase, £7.50, Loop the Loop; Herly stone 
terrarium, £38, Rowen & Wren; English Garden room diffuser 
250ml, £48, boxed English Garden elassic candle, £28, both 
True Grace; mushroom hankies set of three, £14.95, Thornback 
& Peel; hanging wall planter by Factory Twenty One, £30, Such 
& Such; Bevin beech based glass dome, £44, Rowen & Wren; 
Urban Botanist terrarium, £49.95 (unplanted), succulents 
(echiveras and crassulas), ranging from £2.50-&7 each, all 
Bramble & Wild; handprinted Christmas tree gift wrap, £6 

for two sheets, Rowen & Wren; ribbon, as before; fabric 
background ‘Papavera Plain’ palace, £25 per metre, Sanderson. 


For stockist details see page 104 


Chelsea CHRISTMAS 
Physic FAIR 20 


Garden | | 4 


FOUNDED 


‘ *. JM 
Embrace the seasonal splendour 
Find the perfect gift, enjoy mulled wine & festive treats 
Sat 28 Nov, 10am—Spm & Sun 29 Nov, 10am—4pm 


www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


CELIA SMITH ; . 
WIRE BIRD KIT 
ROBIN 


Includes tools, 
wire & illustrated 
instructions by 
Celia Smith 


Approx completed dimensions 
17 x12 x7cm om 


This superb kit is a collaboration between Twenty Twenty 
Gallery and contemporary artist Celia Smith. It contains 
all you need to create a stunning wire bird sculpture. 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


The only swing & bench maker licensed by The RHS 


Available in 
5 back designs and 
1, 2, 3 or 4 seater 


Visit us online at 
sittingspiritually.co.uk 
Tel: 01297 443084 Email: martin@sittingspiritually.co.uk 


— Swings for all ages — 


MOROCCO 
2016 


Gardens of Marrakech, 
Taroudannt and the 
Atlas Mountains 

01 — 08 April 

Intimate courtyard gardens with 


vibrant plants, country gardens known 
as jnane with rose fields and orchards 


Atlas Mountains, Draa 
Valley & Sahara Dunes 
10 - 18 April 

Mountain wild flowers, lush valleys 


with date palms and flora and fauna 
in the desert dunes 


© Small groups 

© Excellent guides 

© Charming riad style hotels 
© Luxury desert tents 
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SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com « 01423 326 300 


Garden and Wild Flower Tours to France, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, 
Morocco, South Africa and Namibia 


lus x robusta Red Sentinel’ 
At the nursery we grow 6,000 different plants but this 
crab appleis especially worthwhile. It’s the most 
widely known crab and deserves its ubiquity for its 
yer interest. In April, light-pink buds emerge 
and are followed by blossom a few days later. These 


becomewhite as the flowers open, completely 
smothering this small tree. By summer, the shining, 


deep-green leaves have taken over, turning a golden 
yellow in autumn. Then it’s the small fruits that 
develop, becoming dark red and shiny. The fruits 
remain on the branches the whole winter and can 
ecorations around Christmas. 


Origin Cultivar selected from a hybrid in 

Harvard University’s Arnold Arboretum. 

Growing Conditions Fertile soil; sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8a. 

Season of interest Spring — winter. 
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(a December plants 


Hans ends his year-long series by choosing his favourite plants that offer 
interest and colour right the way through autumn and into winter 


| Wai a) WORDS HANS KRAMER PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Hans Kramer co-owns 
Kwekerij De Hessenhof 
in the Netherlands. 
hessenhof.nl 


llex aquifolium ‘Bacciflava’ 

It's strange that native plants tend to be 
neglected in gardens, with little written 
about them. The very least you can say of 
this holly is that it has unusual yellow 
berries. The birds seem to prefer the red 
berries and leave the yellow ones until last. 
Just make sure this female holly is planted 
near a male counterpart to ensure 
fertilisation and a good crop of berries. But 
berries aside, this is a good garden plant too. 
Growth is dense and conical and you can 
even use it as a large hedge. Don’t clip too 
tightly, otherwise you get hardly any berries. 


Height 10m. 

Origin Europe and west Asia. 
Growing conditions Most soils; sun or 
part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season of interest Autumn. 


Bergenia ‘Eroica’ 

Even after a hard frost the distinguished 
leaves of this decorative bergenia stay 
upright. At this time of the year they adopt a 
strong brown-purple colour with striking 
red undersides, which is even more 
pronounced in midwinter. These leaves are 
excellent for cutting and last for many weeks 
in water. Without doubt this is my favourite 
bergenia, bred by one of my great 
horticulture heroes, Ernst Pagels. It’s also a 
truly spectacular plant in spring, when its 
violet-red flowers stand on thick, dark stems 
above those leaves undamaged by winter. 


Height 35cm. 

Origin Siberia, Himalayas. 

Growing conditions Any soil; sun or 
part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season of interest Spring and winter. 


" i pay 
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dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Eryngium giganteum 
I got this plant from a seed exchange where 
it was labelled Eryngium caucasicum, which 


it is not. But I’m still not sure if this is a true 
E. giganteum because our form ist truly 
biennial, often making new winter rosettes 
and flowers the following year. These 
rosettes don’t really look like a thistle, but in 
early summer stiff stems with marbled, 
prickly foliage give rise to many grey cones 
with conspicuous silver-grey, thistle-like 
bracts. The strong stems stay upright in 
winter giving a nice outline. Popular with 
birds who like to feed on the seedheads. 


Height 1m. 

Origin Caucasus. 

Growing conditions Free-draining, alkaline 
soil; sun. 

Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season of interest Summer — winter. 
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Nandina domestica 
‘RicAmMond’ 

It’s hard to believe that this evergreen shrub 
is from the Berberis genus — but without the 
spines. The small flowers, with yellow 
anthers are easily overlooked in early 
summer. Until then you are simply satisfied 
with the leathery bluish green leaves, which 
are coppery red when young. But in autumn 
this shrub becomes spectacular with 
bright-red leaves and panicles so full of 

red berries that the branches bend over. 
This really is one of the best fruited shrubs 

I know, and it even grows in heavy shade. 


Height 2m. 

Origin Japan and China. 

Growing conditions Humus-rich soil: 
sun or full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6. 

Season of interest Autumn — winter. 


Polystichum setiferum 
‘Foliosum Superbum Kaye’ 

I bought this luxuriant fern in 1985 at the 
Lancashire nursery of Reginald Kaye. The 
fact that it’s still growing strong is perhaps 
the most admirable thing about this fern: 
plant it and it will stay forever. It's a 
particularly fine form of the Foliosum 
Group and has extra leafy pinnules that 
often overlap to give a soft, almost woolly 
appearance. It is completely evergreen and 
tolerates quite dry places in shade. In a good 
soil that’s not too dry, the growth is really 
lush — almost one metre in diameter. 


Height 80cm. 

Origin Europe. 

Growing conditions Part shade 
to full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest Year round. 


Tips for 
autumn 
and winter 


Five ideas to make the 
quieter winter months 
in the garden just as 
fulfilling and useful as 
the rest of the year. 


26 


Do more garden work. 

As a nurseryman | know 
all too well that time is short 
in spring and it’s exactly the 
same for any gardener at 
home. But in September we 
can breathe again and late 
autumn is the perfect time 
to reorganise herbaceous 
borders — while any 
successes or failures are 
still fresh in your memory, 
and perennials can be 
divided and replanted. 


ABIGAIL REX /GAP PHOTOS 


Rake leaves and compost * 
for.a yeaf- to use aS mul A. 


Citrus trifoliata ‘Flying Dragon’ 
This member of the citrus family is also 
called Japanese bitter orange — and indeed 
the yellow fruits are extremely sour and 
inedible. They do, however, smell lovely; put 
a few in a bowl in the kitchen and the whole 
place fills with a sweet perfume. I have had 
this curious, contorted form since it was a 
young plant and haven't had any fruits yet, 
but I'm told they generally remain hanging 
between the twisted stems into winter. Here 
it is completely hardy, withstanding -18°C. 
And I haven't even mentioned the fragrant 
white flowers in spring... 


Height 2.5m. 

Origin North China, Korea. 

Growing conditions Well-drained soil, 
tending towards acidic; sun. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season of interest Spring and winter. 


Visit a nurseries in 

summer and autumn. 
Rather than leave it until 
spring and fight the crowds 
browsing the barely 
emerging plants with labels 
bigger than them, go toa 
nursery later in the year. Real 
working nurseries have full 
stock from July to August 
onwards. With plants in full 
leaf or flower you can choose 
exactly the colour and form 
of plant you want. 


Coronilla valentina subsp. glauca 
It was nurseryman Bob Brown who told me 
that these vetch-like Mediterranean shrubs 
were so useful. ’'d assumed they weren’t 
hardy, but on our south-facing wall, in our 
poor, sandy soil, it is the star of winter. From 
November onwards it produces clusters of 
pea-like flowers in golden yellow. In a mild 
winter it keeps on flowering, often right 
through to May. In a really cold winter, the 
bluish-grey evergreen leaves fall off, and 
occasionally the spidery twigs die down, 

but it always re-sprouts. Look out for the 
cultivar ‘Citrina’ with lemon-yellow flowers. 


Height 90cm. 

Origin Mediterranean. 

Growing conditions Well-drained soil in 

a sheltered position; sun. 

Hardiness RHS Hb. 

Season of interest Summer — late autumn. 


ee : Bed 


If you plant perennials 

in autumn, it's good 
practice to plant them a 
little bit deeper than you 
normally would — an extra 
2-3cm should be enough. 
This helps to provide 
more protection from 
frosts. With plants that 
are especially vulnerable, 
such as Salvia guaranitica 
or Fuchsia magellanica, 
| plant even deeper — an 
extra 10cm or so. 
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Chimonanthus praecox 
Wintersweet is one of the most fragrant 
shrubs there is. It flowers in the middle of 
winter, normally well before the witch hazels 
emerge. The pale, waxy-yellow flowers with 
their purplish centre, can be partially hidden 
by the old foliage that hasn't yet fallen, 
which makes for a striking yellow and green 
combination. But with a long flowering 
period you can also admire the flowers in 
their full glory on bare stems when all the 
leaves have been shed. Do remember to 
allow enough space when planting, because 
this shrub can eventually grow quite big. 


Height 4m. 

Origin China. 

Growing conditions Well-drained soil; sun 
or part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. 

Season of interest Winter. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Hedera helix ‘Dyinnit’ 

This must be the smallest ivy in the world, 
found in 2005 by Dutch nurseryman Cees 
van Ostaayen as a mutant of the already 
small Hedera ‘Needle Point. The very small, 
sharply pointed, deeply cut leaves on 
dense-growing, twiggy stems make a nice 
rounded dome. They are often a good 
talking point when I’m selling at a plant 
fair, because not many people recognise it 
as an ivy. Good in a pot but also good for 
the rock garden or even as an edging plant. 
Very occasionally you have to remove some 
bigger upright-growing shoots. 


Height 25cm. 

Origin Europe. 

Growing conditions Humus-rich soil; 
shade or part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season of interest Year round. 


Fhe L4 th 
f Visitardens inwinter 
to see how plants fare. 


Only rake off leaves 

from lawns, paths and 
driveways, and the rockery. 
Leave leaves on borders 
and shrub plantings to 
break down where they 
are. | compost the collected 
leaves for a year then use as 
a thin layer of mulch over 
my borders to prevent the 
fresh fallen leaves from 
blowing away. It gives a 
boost to your soil’s nutrients 
and looks attractive. 


Visit gardens in the 

middle of winter, 
especially after a heavy 
storm. Notice which 
perennials are still standing 
upright and which aren't. 
Consider what this might 
mean for any ideas you've 
had on future planting. A 
border packed with plants 
that retain a nice winter 
silhouette is better than one 
that is either finished or has 
collapsed before winter. 
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It’s a Clearview! Happy Christmas 


A Clearview wood burning stove will enrich your life. Its dancing flames behind 
crystal clear glass and the natural warmth that comes from wood are so special your spirits 
will be lifted not only at Christmas but throughout the year. 

British designed and built, they are considered by many to be the finest available. 


CLEARVIEW 
SOV iES 


Britain’s leading manufacturer of 
clean burning wood stoves 


STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK 
Manufactured at More Works, Bishops Castle, Shropshire SY9 5HH. 
Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 www.clearviewstoves.com 


gardener cook 


Jojo takes stock of the allotment year and vows that next time around 
the weeds will be vanquished and the plot better tended 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


inter is a good time to think about what you have 

learned this year in your own and other people’s 

gardens. My allotment has a very specific aesthetic: a 
bit ramshackle, sometimes a little overgrown. It is productive 
enough but I always strive to make it better and to that end I sketch 
ambitious plans in my notebook, sitting by a fire rather than out in 
the mud and cold. Psychologically, I prefer winter to autumn, 
when I suffer my own allotment version of SAD (seasonal affective 
disorder). Each September I am plunged into gloom, the good 
intentions of last spring behind me; bindweed has taken hold, 
weaving a string of lantern-like seedheads through the branches of 
our ‘Spartar’ apple tree, while couch grass is knotting itself around 
the roots of the currant bushes, and the leaves of the newly planted 
gooseberry bushes are spotted grey with mildew. I berate myself for 
my sloppy gardening and, after picking a few armfuls of chard, late 
courgette flowers and salad, I usually run away without doing much. 
Far better is a crisp winter day when the plants have died back and 
I can see the skeleton of my plot start to emerge once again. 

Gardening in isolation means bad habits can creep up on you. 

To stimulate better practice and jolt myself out of complacency, I visit 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


other urban gardens. On a blisteringly hot day last July I cycled to a 
market garden in Dagenham where Alice Holden — profiled on last 
month’s Gardening Talent page [issue 227, page 31] — has transformed 
the glasshouses and growing spaces of a neglected council nursery into 
a one-and-a-half-acre organic farm. Alice managed a 100-acre farm in 
Wales before taking on the Dagenham Starter Farm in 2012. It was 
funded for two years through lottery money secured by Growing 
Communities, a not-for-profit social enterprise based in east London 
that runs a veg box scheme and sponsors apprentice growers. Now the 
farm has to pay its way so Alice and her team of volunteers supply 
restaurants and residents with fresh produce. 

In dire need of regeneration, Dagenham seemed to wilt in the 
heat but not so the farm; watered with stored rainwater, cucumbers, 
tomatoes and courgettes clambered through one greenhouse, while 
glossy beds of chard created a red and emerald carpet. In September 
I returned and went home with bags of newly harvested mixed 
leaves (pak choi, mustard, chard, rocket, frilly lettuce and sorrel), 
multicoloured heritage tomatoes, swags of sunflowers and cosmos 
and, most importantly, a feeling that with a little more dedication 
I too could make a garden such as this. growingcommunities.org 


* Read. Take advantage of inclement 
days and refresh your knowledge. 
Recap on things you think you know 
(sowing and cultivation, for example) 
and gain inspiration for new directions 
in the coming year — I'm planning to 
plant a Sechuan pepper plant 
(Zanthoxylum schinifolium). 


+ Use dry days to lay down paths. 
Whether you like herringboned bricks, 
woodchip, cockle shells or gravel, this is 
an ideal time to add some structure. 
Mulch fruit trees and bushes with 
compost or muck and, if you are at war 
with bindweed, consider using a thick 
weed suppressant fabric, such as 


Mypex, around perennials. Keep an 
eye on brassicas and chicories and 
pull off any rotting or yellowing leaves, 
separate leaves back and pick off any 
slugs feasting on the hearts. If you 
happen to be near the sea, collect 
seaweed from the beach and thickly 
cover your asparagus beds. Cut sticks 


for peas and beans while trees are 
leafless. On fine days, prune 
blackcurrants and gooseberries and 
thin out raspberries. Order some leek 
seeds for a January sowing. | like the 
look of the very hardy ‘Bleu de Solaise’ 
blue winter leek. Around £2 for 400 
seeds from realseeds.co.uk 
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gardener cook 


While otherwise delicious, when it comes to colour, winter cooking 
can verge on dingy. All those braises and stews mean brown is often in 
the ascendant. Import a little zing by using the viridifloric essence of 
herbs and spinach to tint sauces, soups and, in this case, aioli (garlic 
mayonnaise) a vivid green. Make a green oil by whizzing together 
50-75g of parsley (later on, wild garlic and 
nettles work a treat, as do fennel tops) and 
100ml of extra virgin olive oil in a food 
processor. When the mixture is smooth, push it 
through a sieve and you will have a bright green 
oil with which to dye your aioli. Crush two 
peeled cloves of garlic in a pestle and place in a 
liquidiser with two egg yolks. Beat the yolks and 
garlic with a teaspoon of salt and a teaspoon of 
white pepper. Pour in the oil (150ml extra 
virgin olive oil including the green oil) in a thin stream, adding a little 
boiled then cooled warm water if it starts to get too thick, whisk in the 
juice of one lemon and then add 150ml of sunflower oil, again in a 
thin stream. Store in the fridge, covered until needed. 

Just as green is in short supply at this time of year so is crunch. 
I keep a jar or two of sprouting seeds on the windowsill. It’s a fun 


Just as green is in short 
Supply at this time of 
year so is crunch. | keep 
ajar or two of sprouting 
seeds on the windowsill 


with the kind of goodness you can do with during the darker months. 
Eat them raw in winter slaws of shredded cabbage, beetroot, red 
onion, coriander and chickpeas, add them to sandwiches or cook 
them in stir fries. I have a special sprouting jar with a mesh top but 
you can use an ordinary jam jar and some coarse cloth or fabric held 
down with an elastic band. Take a scrupulously 
clean jam jar, put two tablespoons of seeds (you 
can use mung beans, radish, chickpeas, alfalfa or 
sunflower seeds) in the jar and cover with water. 
Fix the cloth on and leave to soak. Place your jar 
in a corner of the kitchen out of direct sunlight. 
The next morning drain off the water through the 
mesh/fabric. That way you don’t lose seeds. Rinse 
with cold water and drain again. The better you 
look after your sprouts the nicer they will be. Try 
not to leave any water in the jar. Do this every morning and evening 
and on the fourth or fifth day, when your sprouts are growing, move 
them into the light to green up. Pull apart what you need. If you want 
you can float them in water to get rid of any hulls (the outside of the 
seed) and then drain and use. Try them with mashed avocado, a 
poached egg and toast for an admirably healthy start to the day. They 


thing to do with children and the sprouts themselves are bursting 


RECIPES 


Cardoons 

The food of the past doesn’t often 
sound that appetising but now and 
then you come across a book with a 
surprisingly modern touch. Louis- 
Eustache Ude (1769-1846) was the 
original temperamental French chef. 
Apprenticed in the kitchens of Louis 
XVI, during his long career he worked 


for many rich and demanding patrons, 


beginning with Napoleon Bonaparte's 
mother. He achieved his immense 
fame as a chef in the kitchens of 
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Crockford'’s, an opulent semi-legal 
gambling club in St James's Street, 
London. Ude had a reputation for 
vanity but his book, The French Cook 
(published 1813), is full of sound 
recipes and a great variety of 
vegetable dishes, such as the 
eminently eatable cauliflower 

with parmesan cheese. 

One of his favourite winter 
vegetables was the cardoon. He 
remarks: ‘It is not much relished in 
England, but in France it was held in 


keep well for a day or two in a ziplock plastic bag in the fridge. 


the highest estimation’ Ude goes on to 
say that a dish of cardoons was always 
prepared by a new chef on trial, so see 
how you fare with this recipe. 
Acidulate a bowl of water with the 
juice of 1 lemon and then, witha 
paring knife, peel away the fibrous 
rib and the spiky sides of a bunch 
(around 900g) of cardoons. Rub off 
any of the white fuzz with a clean tea 
towel and pop the stalks into the bowl. 
Bring a pan of salted water to the boil 
and drop in the cardoons, cook for 


12 minutes or so, drain and allow to 
cool before slicing into lcm or so thick 
chunks. Make a tomato sauce by 
sizzling 2 cloves chopped garlic 

in a pan with 2tbsp olive oil, pinch 
of chilli flakes and a long strip of 
lemon peel. If you have fresh 
marjoram, chop and add that. Pour 
in 2 tins tomatoes and cook for 
about 15 minutes, breaking up the 
sauce with a wooden spoon before 
adding the cardoons and cooking 
for another 20 minutes. 


[TALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante 
2016: 4 May, 18 May, 8 June and 7 Sep 
From £2190 per person 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2016: 29 May, 19 June and 4 Sep 

From £2250 per person 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 

2016: 10 May, 7 June, 5 July and 6 Sep 
From £2290 per person 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2016: 29 Apr, 12 May, 2 Jun and 15 Sep 
From £1990 per person 


VENETO 

Visits to: Villas Emo, Pisani, Giardino Giusti 
2016: 8 June and 7 Sep 

From £2140 per person 


Ky BOOK NOW FOR JANUARY 2016 


| . 
January — March 2016 
Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including 
TWO real design projects and CAD tuition. (3 days a week in school, 
10am-3.15pm, plus 2 days homework) 
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WINTER SPRING AND SUMMER FLOWERING BULBS 
10 February 2016 10.30am - 1.15pm 


(YS One Year Good Gardening Diploma — A Planting Design Course 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Maximum 14 per tour 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 
01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

[ye iad <BABTA 


PREp fen) the Tavet Association 


\ September 2016 — June 2017 ros / 
\ Covers the best in planting design while training in the more Pantiog Diesian by eraduste fo Themeson A 


serious aspects of horticultural techniques (1 day a week (Tues), 
10am-3.15pm, over three 10 week terms). 


A step by step guide to designing your own garden: drawing up 
plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting etc. Taught through 
a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 
Study anytime, anywhere in the world. 

!-3 years to complete. 
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(Creating magic and 
igué in your garden 
“BY SARAH PRICE 


hg magic and 
in your garden 
|ARAH PRICE | 


FOR CHRISTMAS 


GREAT IDEAS FOR CF TRENT = : 
Our guide to Make your y Cy A R D E N S u ‘ Vineet 
aan ahetcaenne ; ~ ILLUSTRATED ant calendar = "ideas oe 


GREAT IDEAS FOR CHRIS 


Our guide to Make your Fe 
the perfect presents own botanical festi) 
for gardeners advent calendar 


GET IT ON 


Google play | 


A must-have read for passionate gardeners, Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


now available from 


4 Download on the GET IT ON BUT Available on 
€ App Store > Google play ‘PPS kindle fire 
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& 2 Speak French, Spanish or Italian 
as they are really spoken aa 


Now you can improve or maintain your French, 


Spanish or Italian with the bi-monthly audio magazines, 


Bien-dire, Punto y Coma and Tutto Italiano. 


Bien-dire, Punto y Coma and Tutto italiano are all published six 
times a year from France, Spain and Italy and include a glossy 
magazine packed full of lively, topical and original articles and 
in-depth interviews in French, Spanish or Italian to give you the 


inside track on French, Hispanic or Italian culture. Key words and 
phrases are glossed into English on the facing page. The articles, 


in turn, are narrated on the accompanying 60-minute audio CD 
to enable you to improve your listening comprehension and 
understand French, Spanish or Italian as it’s really spoken. 

In addition, every feature is graded for difficulty so that 

you can assess your progress with each issue. 


If you now want to be able to speak like a native, a subscription 
to Bien-dire, Punto y Coma or Tutto italiano will inspire, 
motivate and help you to achieve fluency. 
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Fr 
FROMITALY 


Subscribe Today! 


Please send me a year’s subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying 
audio CDs for £89) to Bien-dire French Audio Magazine + 1 Extra FREE Issue and a FREE 
French-English electronic dictionary! 


a” O 
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Cheque: Cheque enclosed for £89 (payable to Languages Direct Ltd) 


Please send me a year’s subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying 
audio CDs for £89) to Punto y Coma Spanish Audio Magazine + 1 Extra FREE Issue and a FREE 
Spanish-English electronic dictionary! 


il 


Please send me a year’s subscription (6 bi-monthly magazines and 6 accompanying 
audio CDs for £89) to Tutto italiano Italian Audio Magazine + 1 Extra FREE Issue and a FREE 
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gardening talent 


Andy Nelson 


Natural planting and a touch of romance are important to this freelance gardener who 
relishes the opportunities his work provides for constantly learning something new 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest garden memory Popping fuchsia buds in my grandmother's 
garden as a child. Not a particularly green-fingered start. 

Did you always want to work as a gardener? | studied psychology 
at university, but | chose gardening because | wanted a job that was 
both satisfying and physically demanding. Little did | know how much 
of the real joy of gardening lies in its ability to never stop surprising and 
challenging you no matter what your level of knowledge or experience. 
Horticultural heroes Peter Dennis, a gardener | worked with when | 
was trying to get into gardening. He taught me so much in the five 
years we worked together and was always willing to share his 
experience. Also garden designer Mary Keen — | love the thought and 
the subtle dynamics she puts into her gardens, as well as the emphasis 
she places on having a narrative that runs throughout the garden. 
Three worthwhile tips You need to be sensitive to both the garden 
and the local flora in the surrounding area — and also the client you 

are working for. It’s important that you don't force unsuitable planting 
schemes on to a landscape or microclimate, or indeed a person. 
Secondly, make sure you are clean and tidy around the garden. It 


sounds obvious but the ability to make your movements untraceable 
at the end of the day makes the overall impression stronger. Thirdly, 
you need to have a thirst for knowledge; to want to understand the 
plants and practices you are dealing with. Not a day goes by when | 
don't actively learn something new — and that's a nice thing in any job. 
Most valuable training Being told to focus on the job in hand. It is 

so easy to walk around a garden and find a million and one jobs you 
need to do but that is ultimately a less productive way of working. If 
you finish one job at a time you'll find each one is completed to a much 
higher standard and you get much more work finished overall. 
Favourite planting style | prefer a free-flowing, informal style, with 
natural planting schemes and a bit of intimacy and romance. Texture 
and smells are so important in helping to achieve this. It’s good to be 
able to touch the plants and be led by the ebb and flow of the garden. 
Favourite gardening blog | like the website thinkingardens.co.uk. 

It includes a host of varied blogs and articles linked to it. There are 
some great features on a wide range of horticultural subjects. 
Contact a-nelson23@hotmail.co.uk 
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Acentury-old lime tree (Tilia cordata) 
towers over Ria and Jan’s garden and 
their 17th-century house (right), while 
strong lines are created by rectangular 
beech hedges and clipped yew. An old 
wheelbarrow is used as a planter. 


dutch garden 


In brief 

Name Die Langhuys. 
What Garden with strong structure, 
inspired by the geometry of canals in 
the surrounding landscape. 

Where Beemster, the Netherlands. 
Size 5,000 square metres. 

Soil Fertile, heavy clay. 

Climate Maritime, with prevailing 
westerly winds. 

Hardiness rating USDA 8a. 


In the garden of Ria van Eijndhoven and Jan Schoutsen, ditches, paths, trees 
and hedges echo the linear patterns of the Dutch landscape in which it sits 


WORDS SIMONE VAN HEININGEN PHOTOGRAPHS SIETSKE DE VRIES 
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f ever the sea decides to get its own back 
in the Netherlands, a third of the Dutch 
will have more than just wet feet. Ria van 
Eijjndhoven and Jan Schoutsen, who for the 
past 40 years have lived in Die Langhuys (the 
Long House) that lies 3.5m below sea level, 
will be among the first of these. 

Originally a school house, the traditional 
wooden building dates back to 1623, and 
was one of the first buildings constructed in 
the Beemster polder. This low-lying area of 
land north of Amsterdam was created by 
draining an inland sea. From 1607 to 1612, 
42 windmills succeeded in turning it into 
18,000 acres of productive land, parcelled 
out in a rectangular grid in accordance with 
classical and Renaissance principles. It is a 
masterpiece of creative planning. Today a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, this flat, 
windy, engineered landscape that symbolises 
man’s tenacity and ingenuity, continues to 
inspire Ria and Jan’s garden. 

In summer, when the plot is in full leaf 
and flower, it may not be immediately 
obvious. But in winter, when the garden 
shows its bare bones, a strong linear pattern 
of ditches, grass paths — “the width of Jan’s 
ride-on mower” — and sight lines emerges 
that mirrors the mathematical division of 
the surrounding arable land: a system of 
squares forming a rectangle with the ideal 
dimensional ratio of 2:3. 

Enclosed and criss-crossed by narrow 
canals, the garden is divided into various [> 


This page from top 


The striking green, timber-clad house is typical of the 
region's historic buildings — although there are few left 
today — and adds a pop of colour during the grey 
months while also complementing the yew hedging. 


Ria walks across the snow-covered bridge made from 
reclaimed wood by Jan, who has built lots of 
structures in the garden. 


Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ planted on the slope of a ditch 
provides year-round interest — yellow leaves and 
flowers in spring, blue berries and red-green leaves in 
autumn, and scarlet stems come winter. 


Adisplay of box shapes, a nod to the 17th-century 
geometric topiary gardens at Het Loo Palace in 
Apeldoorn, creates a welcoming entrance to Ria and 
Jan's home, along with a yew clipped into the shape of 
a basket, a wreath on the door and an old lantern. 
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The rose garden 

“| promised Ria a rose garden, as she loves roses,’ says Jan. “We spend a lot of 
time working on it and have about 80 different types now.’ While in winter the 
rose arches are bare and the dark-green foliage of box, here highlighted by a 
sprinkling of snow, dominates the scene, in summer it’s bursting with colour 
and there are so many roses in flower that they mask the neighbour's house. 
Roses include Rosa ‘Ballerina’ R. Madame Hardy’ R. ‘New Dawn’ R. Gertrude 
Jekyll (=‘Ausbord’), R. ‘Dreaming Spires’ R. ‘Bantry Bay’ and R. ‘Constance Spry’ 
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“Trees give you so much 
more than plants. They are 
always beautiful, bringing 
life and colour to a garden 
throughout the year” 


> areas that are quite different in 
atmosphere — from a formal rose garden and 
a long, sunken hydrangea ‘valley’ to a wild 
meadow with heirloom fruit trees. But 

once you get a feel for the underlying 
geometry, you see they all tie together 

and link — through ‘windows, archways 

and vistas — to the flat expanse beyond. 

A connecting feature throughout the 
garden is the obvious love that Ria and Jan 
have for trees. Come winter, when the trees 
are stark silhouettes against a grey sky, they 
take on an extra dimension. They are like 
pieces of art, nature’s sculptures, that add to 
the collection of bronzes dotted around the 
garden. “Trees give you so much more than 
plants,” says Ria. “They are always beautiful. 
The interplay of the branches, bark, berries, 
flowers, leaves, fruit — they bring life and 
colour to a garden throughout the year.” The 
couple try to get out in the garden for a few 
hours every day. “We take a short holiday in 
January but that’s it,” says Ria. “As soon as 
we're back, we start pruning.” And there is 
much to prune, from the Fagus sylvatica 
hedge that acts as a windbreaker along the 
northern edge to the perpendicular row of 
Tilia platyphyllos ‘Rubra. The garden is 
home to no fewer than 45 viburnum 
cultivars that all need managing. 

Originally a nurse, Ria attended a 
gardening course in Belgium. “I learned to 
look and see and tell a story.” The story Ria 
tells through her garden has a distinct 
theatrical feel, with the trees taking on 
different personalities throughout the year, 
against a changing backdrop. A prime 
example is Ria’s beloved Sorbus commixta [> 


The sunken hydrangea ‘valley’ in a swampy ditch has a 
mix of species, including H. macrophylla, H. anomala, 
H. heteromalla and H. serrata that are still showy in 
their faded winter form. Jan and Ria have also planted 
an avenue of mixed crab apple trees to one side. 
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The theatrical effect is 
most noticeable in a 
circular-shaped lawn, 
enclosed by three ascending 
rows of beech hedging, 
arranged like raked seating 


> “Dodong, which looks so different in 
summer, autumn and winter that it is hard 
to believe it is the same tree. Or the 
Chionanthus virginicus whose white fringes 
make room for olive-like grey fruits. Or how 
about the love story told by the Broussonetia 
papyrifera, which only came into its own 
when the female tree was given a male 
companion? And nothing says drama like 
the Prunus x yedoensis ‘Pendula,, with its 
branches, which hang to the ground, heavy 
with blossom in spring. The theatrical effect 
is most noticeable in a circular-shaped lawn, 
enclosed by three ascending rows of beech 
hedging, arranged like raked seating. Centre- 
stage is a square flowerbed around a garden 
urn. While this garden might reflect the 
man-made features of the region, there is no 


doubt that nature plays the starring role. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Jisperweg 142, 1464 NL, Beemster, 
the Netherlands. 

Tel +31 (0)299 681 632. 

Website tuinindebeemster.webklik.n| 

Open The garden has open days in the spring 
and summer (see website for details) and can 
also be visited by appointment. 
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An entryway is formed by two cherry bay trees 
(Prunus lusitanica) rising from neatly clipped yew 
hedging (Taxus baccata) that break up the formal 
lawns at the centre of the garden. 


A box hedge shaped into a seat looks out on to the 
rose garden. Meanwhile the beech hedge has been 
given a square window through which you can see 
hydrangea flowering in summer. 


The glowing yellow branches of Salix alba 
‘Chermesina’ underplanted with the bright 
red-stemmed Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ frame a bridge 
flanked on one side by Hydrangea macrophylla. 


Varying lengths and heights of beech hedge 
encircle this lawn, named ‘the arena’ by Jan and Ria. 
A square bed creates a central focal point. 
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Beech archway 

Arectilinear network of paths and ditches 
cuts through the garden, mirroring the 
surrounding landscape. Openings in the 
hedges, which break the ever-present wind 
blowing across the polder, bring the 
‘outside’ in and provide a sense of 
continuity. This archway at the end of 

a lime allee frames the view towards Fort 
Spijkerboor, one of five forts built between 
1880 and 1920, which formed part of the 
Defence Line of Amsterdam. 
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Here she shows us how to create a fabulous floral advent calendar 
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artist profile 


Sonya prepares her 
Advent calendar by 
collecting samples of 
flowers and foliage 
from her garden. 
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It was not only scientists, such as Carl Linnaeus, who 
maintained herbaria but also the artist Paul Klee, the poet 
Emily Dickinson and the philosopher Rousseau 


onya Patel Ellis resists society’s inclination to specialise. “I love nature, making art, writing 
books, and delving into avenues of science and history,’ she says. “In my mind, everything is 
interconnected.” Serendipity produced her perfect project. A proposal, via her work as a 
commissioning editor, to produce an illustrated book on pressed flowers initiated an inspiring 
journey through the world of herbaria, florilegia and botanical art. Sonya was intrigued to 
discover it was not only scientists, such as Carl Linnaeus, who maintained herbaria but also the 
artist Paul Klee, the poet Emily Dickinson and the philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 

Sonya began experimenting and before she knew it had created a traditional wooden 
herbarium press and produced a collection of more than 100 pressed and mounted 
plant and flower specimens, collected over the course of a year from her garden 
in east London. The Herbarium Project was born. 

“I wanted to share my discoveries,” says Sonya. “Stimulate others to view the minutiae of 
nature and create new narratives about the world we live in, using the art and science of herbaria 
as an engaging pivot point.” Sonya shares the ethos of the Herbarium Project through events, 
workshops, talks, writing projects and exhibitions including the award-winning The Story 
Within, which toured Newham Libraries in London throughout 2015; Hortus Uptonensis in West 
Ham Park; and Seeing Floral — The Art of Florilegia at The Garden Museum. The response to all 
of these has been overwhelming. Now for Gardens Illustrated readers Sonya has come up with an 
easy-to-make Christmas herbarium project — a flower-inspired advent calendar that gradually 
reveals a seasonal message — that is the perfect introduction to the art of flower pressing. 

“To prepare your own herbarium advent calendar, you need at least 24 contrasting shapes, 
silhouettes, colours and textures, with some spares. Perfect specimens of winter’s signature plants 
— holly, ivy, rose hips, seedheads and berries — highlight the season’s glory,’ explains Sonya. “The 
best time to pick plants or flowers is when they have dried, mid-afternoon on a sunny winter's 
day or, alternatively, pick a bunch of flowers and bring them inside to dry in a clean, warm place.” 

Cut your chosen specimens to lengths of around 8cm so that each one will fit on a 
luggage label. Then carefully clean with a small brush or fine tweezers to remove debris, 
such as insects or pollen, and spread out on a drying sheet or piece of white blotting paper. 
It’s best to take your cue from nature, and allow each one to fall naturally into place, simply 
intervening to spread out petals or show the best side of a leaf. Cover with a second drying 
sheet and press in a hobby press, or between the pages of a heavy, hardback book. This 
should take between ten to 17 days, although for best results you should allow three weeks. 

Once all your specimens are dry, mount the best ones on to luggage labels (numbered one 
to 24) with gummed linen tape. Shuffle the labels so they are in a random order and then 
add your Christmas message — such as “We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ — to the back of the 
labels using Lexicon cards. Attach the labels, so they spell out your message, on to evenly spaced 
nails on a wooden backing board, then turn each flower side up, so that as you turn a tag each 
day in Advent your message is gradually revealed. Far more personal than any shop-bought 
version, and a lovely seasonal reminder of the beauty of nature. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Visit theherbariumproject.com for news of forthcoming exhibitions, books, workshops, 
events, and to purchase limited-edition artworks and books. 
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-« Plants to brighten 
» winter days 


We tend to think of winter asa dead time in the 
garden but there are still plenty of plants offering 
colour and interest to brighten chilly days 


WORDS ROSEMARY ALEXANDER 


Hamamieélis x intermedia ‘Vesna’ 
Every en needs a witch hazel for 
winter and this one, bred by the late 
Robert and Jelena de Belder of the 
well-known Aboretum Kalmthout in 
Belgium, flowers exceptionally early. 
Clusters of strongly scented, pale- 
orange petals appear on leaf 
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Rosemary 
Alexander 

is the founder 
and principal 
of the English 


Gardening School. 


She is also the 
author of several 
books on the 
subject of 
garden design. 


plant profile winter interest 


hen winter strips the garden 
down to the bare bones it 
is easier to assess what areas 


earn their keep and what can be improved or 
altered. It’s worth keeping in mind that even 
in winter plants should be used to provide 
structure, form and colour. 

Many key structural plants, including 
box and holly, come into their own once the 
fullness of the summer garden has subsided 
and their defined shapes can be fully 
appreciated. Evergreens have the added 
bonus of looking particularly stunning 
when enhanced by frost and snow. 

When planting for bark and stem 
interest, light is another vital consideration, 
as subjects are invariably enhanced when lit 
by sunshine for at least part of the day. In 
contrast, in shaded or woodland areas, 
ground-cover foliage plants and ferns can act 
as a backdrop, and provide a foil to brightly 
coloured early flowering bulbs. 

Strategically placed trees can direct and 
hold the eye when there is little else to notice; 
the open tracery of leafless trees will lead the 
eye aloft. When choosing trees, the dramatic 
winter effect of bark is often overlooked; 
when the foliage has dropped it is the bark 
and the tracery of twigs that will be seen for 
about seven months of the year. The coppery 
peeling bark of Acer griseum (see page 51) is 
a real show stopper and will punctuate a 
bank or border, holding attention for the 
whole year. For bark and blossom, the tiny 
white or pink flowers of Prunus x subhirtella 
‘Autumnalis will hold their display from 
November until the spring and are best 
situated where their branches can be viewed 
against a clear sky. 

Shrubs to brighten winter days should be 
chosen for leafless stems, such as the several 


in midwinter and last until spri g. 


are preceded by yellow, orang: baie an sek members of dogwood (Cornus), or for early 
3 “ : of Garden Meri : ; 
autumn foliage. Makes a vase-shaped fromthe Roval flowering and scent, such as witch hazels, 


which are the very life of the winter garden. 
Even after snow and icy winds, their 


bush and needs space to develop. . 
4m x 3m/AGM* RHS H5, USDA 5a*8b' 


=. 


Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. curious twisted blooms endure. Many [> 
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[> new cultivars are now being bred and 
the flowering times vary. One of the most 
conspicuous is the large, spreading shrub 
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Pallida. Newer 
cultivars, such as H. x intermedia “Vesna 
(see previous page) or H. x intermedia 
‘Aphrodite which are among the 
earliest to flower, grow into vase-shaped 
plants so need to be given enough 
space to spread outwards. 
Winter-flowering Viburnum are more 
upright ‘must-have’ plants, their beautiful 
frost-resistant blooms exuding an 
unmissable fragrance. Viburnum x 
bodnantense ‘Charles Lamont’ produces 
bright-pink flowers before the foliage but if 
left to its own devices it can become 
congested, so best to remove up to a third 
of the oldest stems each year. For a taller 
evergreen with impressive foliage, try 
Mahonia x media ‘Lionel Fortescue’ or 
M. x media ‘Winter Sun, which have 
bright-yellow racemes. The latter’s more- 
or-less erect racemes open before others. 
No winter garden would be complete 
without two other important evergreen 
shrubs: daphnes and sarcococcas. The 
sought-after Daphne bholua, which 
produces clusters of highly scented, 
pinkish-white flowers over the coldest 
months, will eventually grow into a 
medium-height, upright shrub, but needs 
to be placed where its scent can be enjoyed. 
The sarcococcas are smaller shrubs of neat 
bushy habit, but between their narrow 
leaves tiny white- and pink-tinted flowers 
have a warm sweetness. Try the darker 
green and more powerfully scented 
Sarcococca confusa, or the more suckering 
S. hookeriana var. digyna (see far right). 
You can complement trees and shrubs 
with ground-cover perennials, such as 
Ajuga incisa ‘Bikun, that do not vanish 
beneath ground in winter. You can also add 
in evergreen ferns, for example Asplenium 
scolopendrium, which keep their fronds 
until new ones begin to uncurl in spring. 
Punctuate these with early flowering bulbs. 
In recent years snowdrops have acquired an 
almost cult status and some cultivars are 
expensive, so for impact plant the less 
costly, common snowdrop, Galanthus 
nivalis, in groupings of five to 15 plants. 
With so much choice you can create a 
thrilling winter garden to tempt you out 
into the garden on even the coldest days. 


* Rosemary's recommendations of plants for 
winter interest continue over the next six pages 
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Trees and shrubs 


ALAMY 


GARDEN PHOTOS 


HOLMES 


Mahonia x media ‘Charity’ 

Fragrant, yellow racemes of flowers appear in 
winter among spiky, evergreen foliage, upright 
at first then weeping with age. Old stems can 
be reduced by about one third when too large, 
and will soon rejuvenate. 5m x 4m. RHS H4. 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY 


Prunus serrula 


A fast-growing, small tree with spectacular 
reddish bark with exfoliating paper sheets. 
Narrow, willow-like leaves and small, white 
flowers in April. Thrives on free-draining soil. 
10m x 10m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-6b. 


Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’ 

Its reddish-gold, leafless stems glow in late 
winter sun. Upright stems need to be cut back 
hard in early spring to promote long shoot 
extensions. Grows well in all but the driest 
conditions. 1.5m x 1m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-7b. 


Rubus cockburnianus ‘Goldenvale’ 

Its strongly ascending, prickly stems, an 
almost brilliant silvered, chalk-white, 

show up against a dark evergreen or light 
up a border. Sun and any well-drained soil. 
2.5m x 2.5m. AGM. RHS Hb. 
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Chimonanthus praecox ‘Luteus’ 
Bright-yellow, waxy tepals, stained purple in 
the centre, emerge in winter on leafless twigs. 
Not showy but exceptionally fragrant. Plant by 
a path where you will most enjoy the scent. 
4m x 3m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


Ilex aquifolium ‘Argentea Marginata’ 

Glossy leaves, edged in gold, set off abundant 
red berries. Can be used as a rounded shrub, 
pyramidal tree or hedge. A male and female 
that flower at the same time are best for 
pollination. Any soil. 15m x 5m. AGM. RHS H6. 


Acer griseum 

Small tree with fabulous peeling bark. Tolerant 
of well-drained alkaline or acid clay soils. 
Works well as a multi-stemmed tree, 
underplanted with Anemanthele lessoniana. 
10m x 10m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


Cotoneaster x suecicus ‘Coral Beauty’ 
A fast-growing, medium-sized shrub, with 
small, round, red fruits that last through 


autumn and winter. Requires regular annual 
pruning to maintain a good shape. 
2m x 1m.AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
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plant profile winter interest 


Daphne odora ‘Aureomarginata Alba’ 
Alluring fragrance lasts over long winter 
months. Rose-purple flower buds at stem tips 
with lustrous, dark-green leaves edged in 
yellow. Makes a good, low-growing focal point 
in well-drained soil. Im x 1.5m. USDA 8a-10b. 


Sarcococca hookeriana var. digyna 

A multi-stemmed, suckering shrub with 
lustrous mid-green foliage and small, sweetly 
fragrant flowers from late November to mid 
February. Can form a medium-sized hedge. 
1m x 1.5m. RHS H5, USDA 6a-10b. 


Climbers, perennials and flowering plants 


Clematis cirrhosa ‘Jingle Bells’ 

Several Clematis cirrhosa perform from 

mid to late winter, and need pruning only if 
they've outgrown their space. This one is 
particularly good scrambling over a low wall, 
where the flowers can be admired. 5m x 2m. 


Hedera colchica ‘Sulphur Heart’ 

Vigorous and adaptable, its slightly wavy, 
green leaves splashed with yellow brighten up 
walls and fences. Can be threaded through 
large metal trellis or fence to form a ‘fedge’ 
5m x 5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-11. 
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Rosa x odorata (Sanguinea 

Group) ‘Bengal Crimson’ 

Aremarkable, relatively thornless China rose 
that flowers at the Chelsea Physic Garden 
almost all year round. Requires the protection 
of a warm wall. 5m x 1m. AGM. RHS H5. 


Helleborus foetidus 

An adaptable native form of hellebore with 
pale-green flower heads and slender leaflets 
of green foliage with an unpleasant smell. 
Effective with white crocuses and snowdrops. 
80cm x 45cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


Helleborus x ericsmithii 

Produces white or pink upward-facing flowers 
that age to grey-pink from December to May. 
Foliage can be pure green but with distinctive 
rose-coloured stems. Performs best if well fed. 
40cm x 40cm. 


Liriope muscari 

Stiff, crowded spikes of long lasting violet- 
mauve flowers show up in late autumn and 
winter against dense tufts of dark, evergreen 
strap-shaped leaves. Tolerates acid soil and 
hot, dry conditions. 30cm x 45cm. 


Euphorbia stygiana 

Arare evergreen shrubby species that exists 
in the wild only in the Azores. Its floral leaves 
appear as pale yellow in May and June, and 
then adopt a pillar-box red colour in winter. 
90cm. USDA 8b. 


Dryopteris erythrosora 

A medium-sized fern with evergreen reddish 
coppery new growth produced throughout 
the growing season. Best planted in groups, 
and effective to set off early flowering bulbs. 
60cm x 40cm. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9a. 


Bergenia ‘Eric Smith’ 

Auseful evergreen plant to ‘fix’ the corners of 
aborder and a great foil for early bulbs, such 
as snowdrops. Its large, leathery, clump- 
forming foliage turns beetroot red in winter. 
45cm x 45cm. AGM. RHS H7. 


Erica carnea ‘December Red’ 

Heather has become unfashionable, but there 
are few better winter-flowering plants. 
Cultivars range in colour from white to light 
purple to wine red, but this pink one is very 
lovely. 60cm x 30cm. USDA 5a-7b. 


plant profile winter interest 


Planting 

To get the best out of your winter- 
performing plants you should give 
some thought as to where you want 
to position them so that they will 
offer you maximum visual impact 
while also giving some consideration 
to their preferred conditions, such as 
sun or shade and soil type. 

Rather than thinking about a plant 
in isolation, try to create a grouping 
made up of perhaps one evergreen 
shrub, surrounded by two or three 
groups of perennials or ground-cover 
plants and use bulbs to punctuate 
and liven up the scene. 

When planting, remember that 
even in winter, the soil can be dry, so 
after digging an appropriately sized 
hole, fill it with water and wait for this 


to be absorbed before you set the 
plant in, firm up the soil and water in. 


Further reading 

365 Days of Colour in your Garden 
by Nick Bailey 

(Kyle Books, 2015). 


A Gardener’s Guide to Bulbs 
by Christine Skelmersdale 
(Crowood Press, 2012). 


The Creative Shrub Garden: 
Eye-Catching Combinations 
That Make Shrubs the Stars 
of Your Garden 

by Andy McIndoe 

(Timber Press, 2014). 


Designing and Planting a Woodland 
Garden: Plants and Combinations 
That Thrive in the Shade 

by Keith Wiley 

(Timber Press, 2015). 


The Timber Press Encyclopedia 
of Flowering Shrubs: More Than 
1,500 Outstanding Garden Plants 
by Jim Gardiner 

(Timber Press, 2012). 


All of these titles are available from the 
Gardens Illustrated bookshop at a 
discount. For details of how to order 
see page 102. 365 Days of Colour in 
your Garden by Nick Bailey is also one 
of the bonus gifts available to new 
subscribers, for details see page 32. 
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Where to see 


¢ Anglesey Abbey 
Quy Road, Lode, Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire CB25 9EJ. 
Tel 01223 810080, nationaltrust.org. 
uk/anglesey-abbey 


* Bodnant Gardens 
Tal-y-Cafn, near Colwyn Bay, 
Conwy LL28 5RE. 
Tel 01492 650460, nationaltrust.org. 
uk/bodnant-garden/ 


* Cambo (for snowdrops) 
Cambo House, Kingsbarns, 
St Andrews, Fife KY16 8QD. 
Tel 01333 450054, camboestate.com 


¢ RHS Garden Harlow Carr 
Crag Lane, Beckwithshaw, Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire HG3 1QB. 
Tel 0845 265 8070, rhs.org.uk 


¢ Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, 
Hampshire SO51 OQA. 
Tel 01794 368787, www3.hants.gov. 
uk/hilliergardens 


¢ RHS Garden Wisley 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. 
Tel 0845 260 9000, rhs.org.uk 


Where to buy 


* Avon Bulbs 
Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, 


South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HE. 


Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 


* Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 


* Majestic Trees 
Chequers Meadow, Chequers Hill, 
Flamstead, Nr St Albans, 
Hertfordshire. AL3 8ET. 
Tel 01582 843 881, 
majestictrees.co.uk 


* Marchants Hardy Plants 
2 Marchants Cottages, Mill Lane, 
Laughton, East Sussex BN8 6AJ. 
Tel 01323 811737, 
marchantshardyplants.co.uk 


¢ Witch Hazel Nursery 
The Granary, Callaways Lane, 
Newington, Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME9 7LU. Tel 01795 843098, 
witchhazelnursery.com 
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Bulbs 


Galanthus elwesii ‘Mrs Macnamara’ 


Tall, elegant and robust, and out in December. 


Inner segments have a narrow green ‘V' at 
the apex, and glaucous leaves. Easy to grow, 


and the bulbs benefit from regular lifting and 


division. 20cm. RHS H5. 


Iris unguicularis ‘Walter Butt’ 

Produces sweetly scented, pale-blue flowers 
on and off from Christmas until the end of 
March. Will put up with dry conditions and 


light shade. Trim off any untidy foliage to show 


off the flower to best advantage. 45cm. 


Eranthis hyemalis (Tubergenii 

Group) ‘Guinea Gold’ 

Often in flower before snowdrops, this 
superior and larger flowering hybrid has a 
finely dissected ‘ruff’ of leaves around the 
flower. Needs to be dry in summer. 10cm. 


F Fr 


Iris lazica 


Arelative of /. unguicularis that comes from 
the Black Sea coast. It prefers a shaded bed 
beneath a north wall where it will produce 
narrow, heavily veined and long-lasting 
purple-blue flowers. 50cm. AGM. RHS Hod. 


GAPPHOTOS 


GAP PHOTOS 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY 


plant profile winter interest 


Cyclamen coum 

(Although this cyclamen sometimes 
doesn’t flower until early spring, 
the plump tubers produce rounded 
or kidney-shaped leaves, with 
attractive, hugely varied markings, 
which appear in autumn then die 
back in summer, making excellent 
ground cover in winter. The flowers 
vary from pale- to dark-pinks, 
however, there is also a rarer 
cultivar, C. coum f. pallidum 
‘Album; which has white flowers. 
They naturalise quite happily. 


10cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
~~. 


- 


Bunny Guinness 


Juggling a business with writing and Radio 4's GQT, the landscape architect, 
author and all-round gardening buff is quite a force to be reckoned with 


WORDS CAMILLA SWIFT PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


garden designer, landscape architect, author, passionate 

gardener, she has fronted several television shows, is a 
regular panellist on BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ Question Time and 
writes a weekly column for The Sunday Telegraph. All of which she 
appears to juggle quite effortlessly. “It’s a jolly healthy mix,” she says. 
“T love it.” Despite the fact she started her own garden-design 
business in 1986 and having had two children in her late twenties, 


B unny Guinness is a formidable multitasker. Renowned 


you'd be hard pushed to put her much beyond the age of 35. Slight 
of build with long blonde hair, a determined stride and a penchant 
for short skirts, Bunny could have hopped straight out of the pages 
of The Famous Five. Passion and energy govern everything she does. 
Her real name, allegedly, is Peta. Hence rabbit? Thence Bunny? No. 
A round, fat baby with dark little eyes, she was nicknamed Bun, as in 
current bun. And it stuck — the name, not the bun-like looks. 

She comes from keen, and expert, horticultural stock. Her 
grandmother had a wonderful garden whose drive a five-year-old 
Bunny would resentfully weed for sixpence a time while her mother, 
who owned and ran a nursery, wandered around “yakking on about 
roses” with her uncle, David Austin. Bunny loved the outdoors and 
ponies, but didn’t have time for gardening. At university she studied 
food science, quickly realised life in the lab wasn’t for her and, after 
meeting someone at a party who waxed lyrical about horticulture, 
saw the light and switched. A degree in horticulture, a three-year post 
graduate diploma in landscape architecture and several years in private 
practice later, she set up on her own, designing commercial schemes, 
public spaces and private gardens across the UK, Europe and Asia. 

It’s a good thing Bunny is a workaholic — she currently has a 
three-month waiting list. But by weaving intensive, one-day 
consultations in among ongoing big projects (“about five at the 
moment”) she can run a streamlined office with her daughter Unity, 
also a landscape architect, who is design-led and computer savvy 
(Bunny prefers pen and paper). Her husband Kevin oversees the 
accounts. Son Freddie has escaped to study medicine in London. 

Bunny especially loves designing private gardens. Structure, 
texture, synergy between house and garden, low maintenance, are all 
hallmarks of her style. “People want gardens that are easy to manage 
and live with, that they can lock up and leave. Who wants a garden 
running away from them?” she says. Many clients are what she calls 
repeat offenders. “I’m now working for three generations.” 

She’s won six gold medals at Chelsea, despite Kevin threatening 
divorce if she ever did another. “That was seven Chelseas ago,” she 


smiles. Making a garden happen overnight that would normally take 
15 years to mature is a steep learning curve but it’s “irresistible, the 
total opposite of gardening in real life”. 

It was while working at Chelsea that a random man approached 
her waving a mic and a list of gardening questions: she was being 
recruited as a panellist for GQT. She’s since been solving listeners’ 
plant problems for 17 years. Her encyclopaedic horticultural 
knowledge notwithstanding, she admits to still having butterflies 
before a recording. Questions come unseen, so there is always the 
worry of The One She Cannot Answer, and blanking the name of a 
reliable squash that fruits even in a cold summer is irritating, but 
it’s the over-specific question she dreads: plants for north-facing, 
3m x 5m borders is “tricky to answer if you can’t see house, soil, 
aspect or you're not sure what sort of person they are”. And 
GQT’s enduring appeal? She simply quotes Channel 4 News 
presenter Krishnan Guru-Murthy, who listens to the show — “I 
don’t garden, it just makes me feel good”. 

Her weekly column for The Telegraph she values too, for making 
her “go places, research, learn new things” but she is happiest 
returning home to her own garden; her sanctuary. It’s “a bit of an 
orphan”, shoehorned in around design work, lucky to get a day a 
week from her, yet from an unpromising blend of bad fields, 
concrete, and corrugated iron sheds she has created a stunning 
eight acres of woodland, meadow, terraces, hornbeam walkways 
framing a formal canal and a glorious vegetable garden. A shop 
window for clients, a playground for trialling plants she later 
uses professionally — “I don’t feel I know a plant until P’'ve grown it” 
— it is principally for living in while also providing most of the 
family’s food. Her menagerie of sheep, pigs, cattle and chickens 
help maintain it and fill the freezer. 

Little wonder Bunny would prefer to be in her garden than 
anywhere else in the world. “It energises me, even when I’m 
exhausted,” she says. “Just a few hours in the fresh air puts the spring 
back in my step. Even after all these years I really do love gardening. 
There is nothing else I would rather do.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Bunny Guinness Landscape Design, Sibberton Lodge, Thornhaugh, 
Peterborough PE8 6NH. Tel 1780 782518, bunnyguinness.com 


NEXT MONTH The Gangsta Gardener Ron Finley. 


Bunny especially loves designing private gardens. Structure, texture, synergy 
between house and garden, low maintenance, are all hallmarks of her style 
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horticultural who’s who 


How does your ga ga 


Make the most of winter's early dusk i fine 4 
enchantment in your ay with th ae 


WORDS AND BENG KRISTY RAMAGE ae 


garden lighting 


Gourd candle holders (left and above) 


| had the slight misfortune to grow an enormous crop of gourds last 
year when | would rather have grown pumpkins. Somehow seed got 
muddled but a year on, these hard-skinned gourds were hollowing 
themselves out and getting rather interesting, speckled-egg-like 
markings. Some were still orange and fleshy, but were easily carved 
out, and the result was perfect natural tea-light holders. 


To make 


To hollow out the gourds, cut the tops off (| used a small 


toothed hacksaw) and carve out as you would with a pumpkin, 


then drill holes around the circumference to let extra light spill 
out. A group of the gourds and gourd ‘cups’ 

in a large glass jar, bridled with copper wire, made a lantern 
hanging from the oak tree but | saved a single spotted gourd, 
like a rare specimen, for a jar of its own. For this one | used a 
beeswax candle for illumination. By attaching gourd cups to 
the tops of sturdy sticks (see left) you have an alternative to 
garden flares for lighting a path. Just make an extra hole in the 
base of the gourd cup and a pilot hole in top of the stick, then 
attach them together with a screw. Warming to the aesthet 


Cc 


of a botanical collection, | made single fronds of fern into rings, 


using florist's wire, to dress the tops of the sticks, and multiple 
fronds for the base and the neck of the jars. 


Florist's wire from Floristry Supplies; large jars from 
Baileys Home. 


Branch chandelier 


Between a pair of 400-year-old yew trees we have a table ona 
terrace, above which we have always wanted a light. Against these 
enormous trunks we needed something of dramatic scale and 
character, and a fallen apple tree from the orchard provided the 
answer. A hefty limb, with well-forked and spaced branches, was 
hoisted into the air on a chain hung on a rope between the two 
yews. A pulley in one tree allows us to raise and lower the light. 


To make 


The light is provided by strings of warm-white fairy lights, 
which can cleverly be split and discreetly joined in numerous 
ways, ideal for wrapping a branched structure. The cables 
were wrapped tightly around the branches, illuminating them 
as evenly as possible. This ‘chandelier’ took four strings of 
80 LED lights, each on eight metres of clear cable. It casts a 
lovely warm pool of light over the table, and looks more and 
more spectacular as the night gets blacker. Mistletoe is 
prevalent on the apple trees still standing in the orchard, and 
is useful for covering the inevitable clusters of wires at the 
splitting points and the ends of the branches. A smaller 
version, made of branches wired together, could be hung 
from a single point. But be brave and bold — the success 


of a lighting statement such as this relies upon its scale. 


Warm white connectable LED fairy lights from Lights4fun. 
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Post light 


Lighting up an entrance, whether it’s a gateway that leads to 
the house, or one that takes you to another part of the garden, 
is not only about the practical illumination of a point of arrival. 
It’s also about the welcoming of guests and building a sense of 
anticipation for what lies ahead. 


To make 


Oil lamps and candle lanterns are ideal for hanging on gate 
posts, secured on the top or even sitting at the base. If the 
amp or the gate post is grand, you may need no further 
embellishment. If it’s a little more rustic, you might want to 
embroider that sign of welcome with a bit more effort. My 
antern, an old oil lamp that has lost its innards and now 
holds a candle, has wonderful thick lens glass around the 
ight, but no refinement beyond that. The skeletal seedheads 


of common hogweed (shake to remove the actual seeds so 
you don't spread them) are light and easily attached, and 
give the lantern much more volume and presence. Around 
the wooden post hangs a rosehip wreath, with a little extra 
drama added by the dried spires of dock seedheads (again 
shake off the seeds). Around the lantern itself | made a 
circlet of rosehips, made from picking up those that fell to 
the floor as | made the wreath and threading them on to wire. 


Florist’s wreath rings and wire from Floristry Supplies. 
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Garden chandelier (right) 


The shelter provided by an arbor, a loggia or any partly covered 
structure in the garden is a great opportunity for making a garden 
chandelier. I've seen wonderful, shell-encrusted creations that would 
befit a 19th-century grotto; sleek, modern chandeliers, exquisite in 
their contrast to a rustic wooded surrounding; and simple wire and 
jar chandeliers, enchanting in a home-made garden pergola. The 
trick seems to be not to take it too seriously — gather elements on 
your travels, have fun and decorate at will. A candlelit chandelier, 
especially in the outdoors, never fails to thrill. 


To make 


From time to time you find old glass jars in beautiful boiled-sweet 
colours in junk shops and markets, but of course you can make 
this with new glass candle holders too. The base for this 
chandelier was made from two hoops of metal, with double 
rings (like a florist’s wire wreath base, but made with 12mm wide 
flat steel), with drilled holes at four points on each to wire on the 
chain for hanging. The glass candle holders were wired so that 
they sat on the top of these hoops rather than hanging below, 
which allowed me to add foliage to the metal hoops without it 
catching the heat from the candles. Between the layers | hung 
little rings of box and dried crab apples, which in another season 
| can exchange for fresh flowers. 
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garden lighting 


Old man’s beard light catcher 


While crystal chandeliers splinter light, scattering it with refraction 
through the facets and bevels of the crisp, cut surfaces, the fluffy 
seedheads of Clematis vitalba (known as old man’s beard) catch 
and diffuse light in an opposite but equally magical way. Every 
seedhead has about 24 individual seeds, each of which has a wiry 
tail called a style, delicately feathered with the finest silky hairs 
that capture light in their gauzy grasp. 


To make 


To seize some of this magic for the garden, | wanted to make 
something that both contained lights and caught the natural 
light, especially at dawn and dusk. The base is a globe made 
out of four wire wreath rings (30.5cm diameter) with their 
centres cut out to leave single rings. Three of them were 
wired together at the top and bottom and opened out to 
form a globe (picture longitude lines). Wiring on the last 

ring around the centre (like the equator) keeps these in 
place. Two sets of 60 warm-white LED fairy lights, each on six 
metres of clear cable, were tied on to the wire frame 

along the ribs, then the ribs and the centre were covered 

in sheep's wool to hide the wire frame and the battery 
packs. | used florist’s wire to secure the vines holding the 
seedheads to the base, and the wool core was dense 
enough to hold extra stems of old man’s beard, wired 
individually and pushed in to fill any gaps. 


Warm-white connectable LED fairy lights from Lights4fun; 
florist's wreath rings and wire from Floristry Supplies 


Jam jar lanterns (opposite and above) 


Trees offer their branches so happily for hanging jam jar lights 

that it would be wrong to ignore this familiar way of bringing 

festive lighting to the garden. However, you can maximise the effect 
by embellishing the jars and hanging them en masse. Pleached 
trees call for jars to dance along their levels like notes on a musical 
stave; with more natural-shaped trees, jars can be hung in waves 

or clusters or be scattered throughout. Just remember to light 


the tea-light candles before you hang the jars in the highest branches. 


To make 


To bring a gleam to the mix of candlelight and crab apples in 
the pleached trees at home, | sprayed the bottom third of the 
jam jars gold. By marking a line around the jar with masking 
tape and covering the rest with tissue, you can achieve a nice 
clean edge with fast-drying floral spray paint. Yellow hemp 
string was used for hanging the jars, kept long to avoid any 
chance of the branches getting caught by the flame. | tied it 
to orange, paper-covered wire, which encircles the rim of the 
jar twice, and was wound into the glass thread and tightened 
to prevent slipping. Extra large tea lights are ideal for giving 

a stronger flame, and their wider diameter keeps them 
positioned centrally in the jar. They will burn for eight hours 
so you can light them in the late afternoon and enjoy the 
growing drama as the night draws in. o 


Orange, paper-covered wire from Squires Kitchen Shop; jam jars 
from Wares of Knutsford; spray paint from Floristry Supplies 


For stockist details see page 104 


63 


SS 


ON 
os 


heritage garden 


In brief ~ 
Name Ashley Farm. ~ 
What A private garden that" 
. combines formal planting with 
‘echoes of its agricultural past. * 
‘Where Heréfordshiré. ~ 
Size Five acres. 
: Soil Yellow clay (not the 
=. typical red Herefordshire clay). 
“Climate Moderate rainfall prone 
) to winds but less frost. 
«Hardiness rating USDA 8a. 


_ seveficolumnar-Irish,yews,(Taxus. 
baccata “‘Hibernica’).jine.a’sSnaking 
path between hornbeam hedges; 


violas, narcissi and Iris reticulata ini 
winter. The pleachedimes are.the 


Opposite page below Trees 
the apple orchard are‘sufrounded 
by<squares of long’grass andwild 


© A he Tudors were renowned for their extravagance, pomp and 
precision. Gardens, of course, were no exception — you only have to 
take one look at Hampton Court Palace. So when Roger and Jackie 
Pietroni set about creating a garden to reflect their 16th-century 
farmhouse in the Welsh Marches it was always going to be spectacular. 

The couple started gardening here a decade ago when Roger, 
formerly a GP, was about to retire. They began by planting a 
kilometre of yew and hornbeam hedging, dividing their sloping 
Herefordshire site into more than 20 distinct garden areas — broad 
avenues and sinuous walks, tiny secret gardens and expansive formal 
orchards — each with its own unique flavour. 

The layout was designed by Roger and Jackie’s Herefordshire 
neighbour, the garden designer Simon Dorrell of Bryan’s Ground. 
Herefordshire is cider and perry country and, while the original 
orchards surrounding the property had all but disappeared, a few old 
apple and pear trees had survived, and the farm’s old fruit press and 
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cider mill were still in situ when the couple arrived. Keen to pay 
homage to the history of their home, Roger and Jackie asked Simon 
for a design that would both echo the rooms of the 16th-century 
farmhouse and the agricultural industry once connected to it. 

“T told Simon I liked surprises,” says Jackie. So, close to the house, 
Simon’s plan gave them a series of intimate interlocking spaces in 
which to explore ideas about the building and its past. Here they 
made a 17th-century knot garden, a parterre of clipped box balls, 
and a formal canal lined with pleached limes, each area given its 
own enigmatic name replete with personal significance to Roger and 
Jackie: Hildyard, Il Vivaio, Hardwicke, the Arcanum — the latter a 
truly secret garden. “Often missed entirely by visitors,” says Jackie. 

On the south-facing slope beyond the house they replanted the 
orchards: 50 apple trees (all old cultivars, many of them local) and a 
second, mixed orchard of pears, plums, quinces and damsons. Then 
they added swathes of cherries, a nuttery, and a wonderful grove of [> 


Roger and Jackie's favourite old apples 


The new apple orchard at Ashley Farm has more than 50 trees comprising old cultivars of eating and cooking apples 


‘Stoke Edith Pippin’ 

A dessert apple, yellow with an 
orange flush. “Almost luminous 
at dusk,” says Roger. Originating 
at Stoke Edith in Herefordshire 
about 1870. Juicy and sweet — 
“a real surprise for people used 


to supermarket apples,” he says. 


‘Yellow Ingestrie’ 

Smallish eating apple probably 
raised at Elton Manor, near 
Ludlow, in about 1800. A 


consistent cropper and good for 
juicing. “It has a distinctive 
drooping habit that makes it 
very pretty,” says Roger. “We 
grow it as a specimen tree.” 


‘Pitmaston Pine Apple’ 

Small, yellow apple with unusual 
rich flavour, resembling 
pineapples. Bred at Stoke Edith 
in about 1785. “A good size for 
small children,” says Roger. 
“Although my granddaughter 


heritage garden 


8 favourite plants for winter interest 


1 Cotinus coggygria The smoke tree, so called for its misty blooms, is a shrub with 
round leaves turning yellow, orange and red in autumn. 5m. RHS H5. USDA 5a-8b". 


2 Cercidiphyllum japonicum The katsura tree's heart-shaped, green leaves 
turn an array of colours in autumn, from orange to yellow or purple and red. Leaf- 
fall in winter is sweet smelling, resembling candy floss. 15m. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


3 Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Lane Roberts’ A wonderful sweet gum tree with large 
maple-like leaves turning at first red-orange then purplish black. 10m. RHS H6. 


4 Viburnum sargentii ‘Onondaga’ Its maple-like leaves are maroon in spring, 
green in summer and turn red-orange as it gets colder. 3m. RHS H6, USDA 3b-8b. 


Favourite plants continued on page 69 [> 


prefers the large Lincolnshire 
‘Peasgood’s Nonsuch” 


‘King’s Acre Pippin’ 

A late-season cooking apple 
from Herefordshire, introduced 
in 1899. “It looks unpromising,” 
says Roger. “But it is excellent in 
pies and crumbles.” 


‘Herefordshire Beefing’ 
Originated in Herefordshire in 
the 1700s, deep red — “the 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


colour of well-hung beef,” says 
Roger. Many counties had their 
own ‘beefings’ traditionally used 
for drying. Excellent for baked 
apples and stores well. 


‘Ashmead’s Kernel’ 

A Gloucestershire late-season 
all-rounder originating in 

the early 1700s, with a very 
distinctive pear-drop flavour. 
Good as a dessert apple. 
Stores well. AGM* 


[> white-stemmed birches underplanted with shrubs chosen 


especially for autumn colour — each area defined by a grid of hedges. 

In spring the hillside below the house is wreathed with fruit 
blossom — the white of pear and plum, damson and cherry; the 
pink and white of apples; the shell-pink of quince. In summer and 
autumn the rich tints of ripening fruits and leaves predominate. 
But it is in winter that the garden really comes into its own, when 
the full drama of the site reveals itself in a black and white 
chequerboard of hedge and frost-glazed grass, with the black 
trunks of the fruit trees, the russet of the hornbeam hedges, and 
the peeling white bark of the birches slicked with moisture or 
spotlit by low winter sun — the monochrome palette redolent of 
the imposing timber-framed house standing within it all. 

It hasn’t all been plain sailing. Bridging the area between the 
smaller, more formal areas and the wider, open landscape of the 
orchards, is the Old Garden, a relic of a garden made by a previous 
owner. “I used to wonder why all the plants in the garden were 
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standards,” says Jackie. “Standard lavenders, standard camellias, 
standard roses. But then I realised. Rabbits.” The whole five-acre plot 
has had to be rabbit proofed. And not all the yews thrived: parts of 
the garden were found to be on heavy clay and an underground 
stream was discovered, flowing across the hillside — both conditions 
inimical to yew. Initially, Roger and Jackie replanted with more yews, 
on raised mounds to aid drainage. When these too failed, they 
switched to hornbeam. “We learn from our mistakes,” they say. 

Then, in 2010, all the box hedging in the Knot Garden succumbed 
to box blight. “It was like a bereavement,” says Roger. He describes 
how he went through all the stages of denial, anger, bargaining and 
depression, minutely researching the subject and seeking advice from 
others suffering from the same affliction, before finally accepting the 
inevitable. The box has now been dug out and replaced with 
Japanese holly (Ilex crenata). Dwarf box (Buxus sempervirens 
‘Suffruticosa’), the type of box traditionally used for knot gardens 
and parterres, is particularly susceptible to box blight. Happily, the 


other species of box in the garden seem to have escaped harm. 
“So far so good,” Roger says brightly. 

Roger’s current project is to improve the diversity of wild 
flowers in the orchards: miniature wild-flower meadows have 
been created beneath each apple tree, where the semi-parasite 
yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) has been introduced to suppress 
the vigour of the coarse grasses. As I prepare to ask about any 
future plans for the garden, Roger is already gazing dreamily over 
my shoulder at a field to the north of the house. “Another wild- 


flower meadow there?” He turns to Jackie. “What do you think?” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Ashley Farm, Stansbatch, Herefordshire HR6 OLN. 
Tel 01544 267405. 

Website ashleyfarm.net 

Open By appointment only. 


heritage garden 
8 favourite plants for winter interest 


5 Berberis sieboldii This suckering shrub has racemes of lemon-yellow flowers in 
spring and bright-red berries later. Leaves turn a brilliant scarlet in autumn. 1.2m. 


6 Berberis thunbergii f. atropurpurea Known for its dark-purple-bronze foliage, it 
also has orange-red berries in winter. 1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-10b. 


7 Euonymus europaeus ‘Red Cascade’ This wonderful shrub has crimson flowers 
that hang down like Chinese lanterns, opening to reveal vivid orange seeds. Oval 
leaves turn from dark green to deep red in autumn. 3m. RHS H5. 


8 Acer griseum Chinese paperbark maple, which is slow to leaf in spring but 
hangs on to striking scarlet colour leaves until late November. 10m. RHS H5. 


House 
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Formal canal 
Loggia Garden 
Knot Garden 
Box Ball Garden 
Hardwicke 

Old Garden 
Kitchen Garden 
10 Apple Orchard 
11 Sacred Glade 
12. Rusthall 

13° Cherry Walk 

14 Perry Orchard 
15 Cherry Orchard 
16 Arcanum 

17 II Vivaio 
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WORDS JOHN'HOYLAND 


“In brief 
»Name Mas de Béty. 
ig , hat A photographer’s.garden with informal —~ 
~ planting in several distinct areas. é 
Where Aveyron region of southern France. 
Size One acre. 
Soil Rocky soil over clay. 
Climate Hot summers with mild; wet winters. 
The garden is 400m above sea level. 
Hardiness rating USDA 8a. 


french garden 


Theremaining golden leaves ofa lime 2% 


tree echoithe honey colour of Annette 
Lepple’s stone house. During winter, the 
garden seems to float in the clouds as 


a 


= bea 


ty the mist hangs in;the valleyjbelow. 
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CU had been warned that the road to the 
garden was a roller coaster of a ride but I 
was still unprepared for the vertiginous up 
and downs of the lane that would finally 
bring me to Annette Lepple’s house deep in 
the French countryside and to the reward 
of breathtaking views from her garden. 

Photographer and designer Annette and 
her husband George bought their house in 
Aveyron, a part of southern France known 
for its dramatic gorges and soaring hilltop 
villages, a little over three years ago. The 
stone house, clinging to the side of a hill, 
has spectacular vistas but when the couple 
first arrived the land around was thick with 
brambles and only a neglected orchard 
suggested it might once have been a garden. 
“Despite this, it was love at first sight, a 
coup de foudre, says Annette. “The place 
sang to me. Even though it was all 
overgrown I knew it was magical.” So great 
was her enthusiasm that before the sale had 
even been formalised, Annette had begun 
bringing down trailer-loads of plants from 
their garden in Switzerland — species roses, 
shrubs and grasses — for the garden she 
knew she wanted to create. 

Since then, with constant hard work, 
she and George have, in an incredibly 
short space of time, made a garden that 
feels as if it has always been there. Invoking 


a range of moods, a series of different [> 
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french garden 


Tt was love at first sight, a coup de foudre,” says 


Annette. “The place sang to me. Even though it was 
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miscanthus, phlomis\and other herbaceous 


perennials bring.structure and drama into 


the garden during'winter, 


yy 
\% 


fruticosais/afoil ~/ 1B) 
for thé bleached-framework Miscanthud sinensis 4 
‘Morning Light’ and Pennisetum otientale Tall Tails: 

I 


The evergreen foliage of Philo 


JRight Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln! giows in 
the winter sun, while Rosa'banksiae hugs the house 


Grey winter days are brightened by the fat tomato-red hips of 
Rosa rugosa and the polished orange hips of Rosa moyesii 


[> areas meander across the hillside, each 
loosely connected to its neighbour but 
having its own distinct character and 
atmosphere. “I don’t like the formality of 
heavily defined separate garden ‘rooms’ and 
that style is not particularly suited to this 
rugged wild landscape,” explains Annette. 

The solidity of the stone house is 
softened with a fringe of grasses, mainly 
miscanthus and pennisetum, interplanted 
with perennials and shrub roses. Grass 
paths lead to a pergola covered with 
climbing roses and underplanted with a 
border of mainly yellow-flowered 
perennials. The planting is loose and airy: 
“Tam a romantic, wild at heart, and my 
planting schemes reflect that,” says Annette. 
Away from the exuberance of the planting, 
George has built a secluded terrace from 
stone recovered from the ruins of farm 
buildings and erected a pavilion from 
recycled materials where the couple can sit 
quietly and admire the landscape. 

The old, gnarled fruit trees in the orchard 
have been rejuvenated and a shrubbery has 
been planted, which Annette prunes to echo 
the contours of the distant hills. A large area 
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of the garden has been left as wild meadow 
and a dew pond enlarged to make a home 
for frogs and toads. “The first spring we were 
here we were excited to see that the meadow 
area was full of hundreds of wild orchids, so 
we have left it untouched and let our two 
mules graze it after the orchids have set 
seed,” says Annette. 

Roses, one of Annette’s favourite 
flowers, are everywhere throughout the 
garden. She prefers long-flowering cultivars, 
such as Rosa The Generous Gardener 
(= ‘Ausdrawr’), which will produce flowers 
during mild winters, and those with showy 
hips. Grey winter days are brightened by 
the fat tomato-red hips of Rosa rugosa 
and the polished orange hips of Rosa 
moyesii, which has the reputation for 
reliably producing an abundant crop. 

The layers of woodland, hill and valley 
that unfold from the garden create a 
stunning panorama, crowned in the far 
distance by the hilltop village of Najac, 
officially classified as one of the most 
beautiful villages in France. In winter the 
village and surrounding hills hover 
magically above low-lying cloud. For 


Annette, the view of the village is so 
important that she doesn’t want to waste it 
all at once and has designed the garden in 
such a way that sometimes the village is 
veiled, and sometimes framed between 
trees and shrubs. “As a photographer I look 
at scenes and I see pictures. I frame garden 
views as I would a picture,” she says. 

“We moved to this part of France for 
the quality of the light and for the sunshine. 
I hate winter — Pm always impatient for 
it to end and the warmth to return. But 
in winter you can still find beautiful 
things to look at in the garden and this 
cheers me up.” Annette photographs her 
garden throughout the seasons. “I’m not 
constantly taking pictures,” she says. 

“But I am continually delighted and 
inspired by the garden, even in winter. 
Occasionally, it makes me think winter 
might not be so bad after all.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Mas de Béty, 12270 Najac, France. 
Website personal-eden.com 

Open By appointment only. 
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rd of Annette’s 
favourite winter plants 


1 Muhlenbergia capillaris 

From late summer until the end of 
autumn this is a frothy dome of pink- 
hued panicles. It needs very good 
drainage to survive wet winters. 

1m. RHS H4, USDA 8b-9". 


2 Mahonia japonica 

In very cold weather the shrub’s young 
foliage becomes burnished with a 
coppery sheen. Slender, sulphur-yellow 
flowers that have a sweet scent appear 
from November to February. 

2m. AGM* RHS H5, USDA 7b-8a. 


3 Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Tom Thumb’ 
A compact, evergreen shrub with small, 
rounded, rippled leaves that are a 
distinctive dark-purple colour. It will 

grow to 1m tall but Annette keeps hers 
pruned low. lm. RHS H4, USDA 8b-9a. 


4 Rosa ‘Vesuvius’ 

A low-growing hybrid tea rose with 
single, red flowers that have a strong 
spicy perfume. It is a prolific flowerer 
and will even produce flowers during 
mild spells in the winter. 

90cm. RHS H5, USDA 7b-8a. 


5 Rosa ‘The Fairy’ 

A tough, disease-resistant shrub rose 
that has sprays of soft pink flowers 
throughout the summer. It has an 
arching habit that helps display the 
clusters of small red hips that form in 

the autumn. 90cm. RHS H6, USDA 6b-7a. 


6 Hydrangea aspera subsp. sargentiana 
During the summer this spectacular 
shrub has flat, dark-purple flower heads 
that are surrounded by arim of white 
petals. The flowers transform in winter 
into diaphanous reminders of their 
former selves. 3m. RHS H6, USDA 6b-7a. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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firewood 


sonstant air circulation. An old 
pallet makes an ideal base. 


particularly important if you use 
polythene to:cover your logs as they 
sineed to breathe to avoid sweating. 


* Keeping: the logs level, and avoid 
J ” 5it 


‘ created with one layer being laid at 
90 degrees tc the next; similar to the 
ork ner of a house. 


Th 


Kindling 


On a cold winter day, there’s nothing more welcoming than the sight of an open fire, flames 


flickering merrily and radiating a golden heat. However, it’s important to get the best from your 


fire, and the secret is good firewood. Burn the wrong wood that has been poorly seasoned and 


the results can be frustratingly disappointing. The late, great gardener Valerie Finnis was so 


passionate about fires that she kept a stash of copies of The Firewood Poem by Lady Celia 
Congreve (see below) next to her hearth, liberally distributing it to friends who came to visit. 


We keep a copy in the candle box next to our fireplace, reaching for it when in doubt. 


As with so much in life, your fire will only be as good as the ingredients you use. We begin 


preparing for winter in spring, at around the time we stop lighting the fire in our cottage. 
It’s the perfect time to stack the store with logs, and allows plenty of time for them to dry out 
and season over the course of the summer months. We are then all set for the first spell of 


cold weather in late autumn and the start of the fire-lighting season. 


The Firewood Poem by Lady Celia Congreve (1930) 


Beechwood fires are bright and clear 


If the logs are kept a year, 
Chestnut’s only good they say, 

If for logs ’tis laid away. 

Make a fire of Elder tree, 

Death within your house will be; 
But ash new or ash old, 

Is fit for a queen with crown of gold 


Birch and fir logs burn too fast 
Blaze up bright and do not last, 

it is by the Irish said 

Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread. 
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Elm wood burns like churchyard mould, 
E’en the very flames are cold 

But ash green or ash brown 

Is fit for a queen with golden crown 


Poplar gives a bitter smoke, 

Fills your eyes and makes you choke, 
Apple wood will scent your room 

Pear wood smells like flowers in bloom 
Oaken logs, if dry and old 

keep away the winter’s cold 

But ash wet or ash dry 

a king shall warm his slippers by. 


¢ Use a soft wood timber, such as pine, 
to make your kindling, as the resinous 
character makes it much easier for 
lighting fires. Kindling runs out relatively 
quickly, so it’s always best to prepare a 
large buckettul all at once rather than 
make only enough for a single fire. 


¢ Use a smaller kindling axe or a 
chopper, as you will have more control 
when splitting small pieces of wood. 
Wedge the axe into the timber and lift both 
together before striking the chopping 
block — this is less likely to cause an injury. 


¢ When chopping the wood, try to create 
a variety of sizes, from very small pieces 
upwards. The smaller the piece of kindling, 
the bigger its surface area so the fire 

will catch more easily, but it is also 
important to have intermediate-sized 
pieces. The length of your kindling will 

be dictated by the size of your fire. 


¢ Don’t forget that in any pile of logs 
there will inevitably be a good assortment 
of twigs, chippings and bark — hold on 

to these, as they will supplement your 
home-made kindling. 


firewood 


B wood.Jimeeds to. 
“measure at least 40cri'* 40cm andshould come up tot! 

ae height of your.knee*A particularly knotty chunk of wood also © 
makes a good)block as it will withstand blows from the axe. 
* Always use a good splitting axe or maul to split the vol” 
cutting along rather than across the grain of the wood as thi 
is the point of least resistance. Don’t forget that green timber 
splits more easily than seasoned wood. 
¢ Logs are ready for burning when they have lost as much 
moisture as possible. A seasoned piece of wood usually loses 
up to half its weight. As you split wood, remember the size of 
the logs that you require; there is nothing more frustrating 
than finding your logs are too big for your stove or fire basket. 
¢ If you are hewing large rings of wood, it is much easier to 
split chunks off around the circumference than attempt to 
chop the log in half, though do accept that some knotty bits of 
timber will never split, no matter how hard you try. 


Which woods to burn 


1Ash 

Ash produces a steady flame with a good 
heat and burns well even when green. 

It will burn successfully on its own, so 
does not need to be burned in a mix of 
different species. Traditionally said to 

be one of the best woods for burning. 


2 Oak 

Oak is the slowest timber to season, at 
approximately 2.5cm a year and ideally 
should be seasoned for a minimum of 
two years. Because of its density, it is 
slow to burn and is best used in a mix of 
faster-burning logs. It can help to keep 
the fire going at night if required. 


3 Birch 

Birch makes excellent firewood, 
producing a good heat, although it burns 
relatively quickly, so it’s best to use itina 
mix of slower-burning woods, such as elm 
or oak. Will burn unseasoned although the 
sap can cause a build up of deposits in 
the flue. The bark can be peeled off and 
used as a natural firelighter. 


4 Beech 

Beech is a superb burning wood, 
although it has a high water content so 
needs to be dried well; ideally, it should be 
seasoned for three years before use. It 
does not need to be burned in a mix. 


5 Cherry 

Cherry burns slowly with a good heat 
output and gives off a lovely aroma. 
Needs to be well seasoned, although 
strips of the bark can also be used as 
natural firelighters. 


6 Sycamore 

Sycamore burns well when seasoned 
with a moderate heat output. It seasons 
very quickly, usually within just one year. 


firewood 


It's said that a fire will warm you twice — once 
when you chop the wood and once when you 
burn it, but using the correct tool will make 
the job of chopping it much easier. 

Vintage tool suppliers Garden & Wood 
(01844 279170, gardenandwood.co.uk), 
The Old Tool Store (01507 525697, 
oldtoolstore.co.uk) and Timeless Tools 
(timelesstools.co.uk) are all good sources of 
good-looking, well-functioning equipment. 


A This small American pattern kindling axe 
is ahandy size for cleaving small pieces of 
wood and will give you more control. 

B The straight-edged billhook (made by 
Elwell) is a traditional cutting tool used for a 
variety of jobs and is perfect for splitting wood. 
C An old butcher's meat cleaver is not your 
conventional woodsman's tool but is 
surprisingly good for chopping kindling. 


Make sure your logs are dry and fully seasoned 
before you bring them indoors and use a good 
mix of species, as they will burn at different 
rates. Having a plentiful supply of components 
to hand is essential, especially on a cold, wet 
night. We have an old bushel next to the fire 
that we keep full of kindling wood so that it’s 
ready for use at amoment's notice. 


1 Start with a good layer of loosely rolled balls 
of newspaper — avoid weekend supplements 
as many seem to be almost fireproof. 

2 Add a good handful of kindling, small pieces 
first and larger pieces last. Try not to lay all the 
pieces in the same direction. 

3 Finish with the logs. The first to go on should 
be smaller in size, ending with the largest. 

4 Light the paper, sit back, watch the fire roar 
into life and enjoy the warming glow. 


Useful information 


A GOOD BOOK 

Learn more about splitting logs, stacking 
and seasoning in Norwegian Wood: 
Chopping, Stacking, and Drying Wood the 
Scandinavian Way by Lars Mytting 
(MacLehose Press, £20). To buy at 
discounted price of £18, see page 102 
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Lakeland 
Logs 


We’ve got it cut and dried 
QUALITY DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS 


Logs 


A National Delivery 
ONLINE 
& call us on 01768 895204 NOW 


Shop online at www.lakelandlogs.co.uk 
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For The Serious 
Gardener 
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10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation 

* Superior growing environment 

* Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention 

- Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

* Excellent light transmission 

+ Low Maintenance 

+ The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious 
gardener 5 

* Can be extended 

+ Available in a wide range of sizes 


Keder Greenhouses Limited 
Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 


t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 


www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk WV @KederGreenhouse 


OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


The Finest in British Outdoor Joinery 


Designers and manufacturers of hardwood planters 
and garden furnishings. 


For more information: 


Email: info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or call: 01608 683022 


Other services include a bespoke joinery service for 
all interior & exterior design. 


All products manufactured in the Cotswolds using sustainable timber. 


Sunscreen 
for your wood 


Maintains the natural colour of the wood 
and limits the greying process 


> Prolongs wood lifetime 
> Algae and fungal decay protection 


> Transparent 425 Oak finish and 
428 Cedar finish now available 


Saas ALI Call or visit 
* 1 
Zz. the web for 
int stockists. 


cat ee: 
+44 (0)1296 481 220 
www.osmouk.com 


ARCHITECTURE BIENNIAL 


© HEDRICH BLESSING COURTESY OF THE CHICAGO. 


TOM HARRIS ¢ 


DESIGN AWARD 

Open wide 

The inaugural Chicago Architecture Biennial 
features more than 100 design practices from 
across the world with examples of their work, 
including the wall-less pavilion Chicago Horizon 
(pictured), which was the winning design in the 
Lakefront Kiosk competition. Inspired by the 
buildings of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, the design 
by US architects Ultramoderr 

roof supported by just 12 colu 

attending include the Vietna mi 

Vo Trong Nghia whose House 

featuring trees grown on tower 

structures inspired by Vietnam’s lotus ponds, 


i selected for Milan Expo earlier this year. 


The biennial continues at various venues across 
the city until 3 January 2016. 


chicagoarchitecturebiennial-org 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 
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Our visits are led by experts whose passion 
and authority on their subjects are equal 
to their sense of hospitality, attention to 


T RAV EL detail and above all, their sense of fun. 
ELECTED TOURS 2016 

HORTICULTURAL HEAVEN: OPEN SKIES, OPEN DOORS: 

VILLAS & GARDENS OF AN UNKNOWN NORFOLK 


THE ITALIAN LAKES 5= 11 J 
30 APRIL - 6 MA’ WITT 


WITH SYLVIA 


FORTY SHADES OF GREEN: 
POPES & PRINCES AT REST: GARDENING IN IRELAND 
THE VILLAS & GARDENS 8 MARCH 
OF LAZIO 


VERDI & SHAKESPEARE Ei 


IN VERONA: a 
OPERA, THEATRE, VILLAS | emt | 
& GARDENS | ; 
WITH J, II | 
| See | 

+44 (0) 1869 811167 | info@ciceroni.co.uk | www.ciceroni.co.uk Alte, ° 

eee | (CD anal 


Leander 


Est, 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


ie OSE 
GARDENING CLOTHES 
FOR KEEN GARDENERS 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


Visit us at: www.genus.gs or call: 01285 740004 Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


ROBERT YU 


Amid the trees 

Asensitive landscaping scheme that embraces the wooded 
lakeside site of a seven-acre private property in Trinidad, Texas, 
has won the Award of Excellence in the Residential Design 
Category of this year’s ASLA Professional Awards. Landscape 


Architects Hocker Design Group used a restrained palette of 
materials, including stone, wood, concrete and weathered steel, 
to blend the scheme into its surroundings. 


Sanctuary for spinal patients 
Asecond Horatio's Garden for spinal 
treatment patients has been designed 
by James Alexander-Sinclair, and is due 
to be built in Glasgow in the new year. 
It's designed as a series of linked gardens, 
featuring planting that attracts wildlife, 
achildren’s play area, a productive area, 
a courtyard garden with a circular pool, 
and sheltered spaces for patients, staff 
and visitors to enjoy the garden in all 
weathers. horatiosgarden.org.uk 
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Fresh thinking 

Corian, a material normally used for interior 
fittings, has been chosen by landscape 
architects Gustafson Porter to clad the raised 
planters on the contemporary roof terrace of 
the central London office development at One 


New Ludgate. Its flexibility enabled the shaping 
of a105m-long bench that seamlessly emerges 
from one of the planters. The undulating profile 
of the soil creates herbaceous planting at 
different heights without obscuring the views. 


Green screen 
Atrial section of green wall that is sustained only 
by rainwater has been such a success that it has 


been tripled in length, and now covers a30m 
section of a building near London Bridge. The 
system, created by Treebox, harvests enough 
rainwater in storage tanks to sustain the wall 
for up to six weeks. Key plants include 
Asplenium and Polystichum ferns, sedges, 
sweet box and geraniums. treebox.co.uk 


¢ Designer Marcus Barnett 
puts contemporary British 
garden design into 
perspective in a talk entitled 
The Glory of the Garden at 
the V&A, London, on 
1 December. 6.30-7.30pm; 
tickets £10, concessions £7. 
To book, call 020 7942 2211 
or visit vam.ac.uk/whatson 
* Get up to date on 
affordable drainage 
solutions for landscape 
projects large and small 
with expert Mark Gregory 
on the London College of 
Garden Design's one-day 
course, held at the Ibis 
Styles hotel, Crewe, on 
3 December. Cost £75. Tel 
01483 762955, Icgd.org.uk 
* Looking for the perfect 
present for a gardener who 
has everything? The one-day 
introduction to garden 
design at London's KLC 
School of Design, would 
make a most generous 
Christmas gift. Cost £185, 
6 May 2016, Hampton 
Court Palace. klc.co.uk 
* Garden designer Jo 
Thompson was selected 
to join more than 450 
women being celebrated 
for their achievements and 
contribution to society at 
this year's Women of the 
Year awards ceremony. 
She said, “I would like to 
see more women 
showcasing their talents 
in events like the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show.’ 
¢ The Chelsea gold medal- 
winning artisan garden 
designed by Sarah Eberle 
for The Haven breast 
cancer charity is being 
recreated at the 
charity's new centre in 
Titchfield, Hampshire. 
thehaven.org.uk 
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W G GRACE & SON LTD 


Designers & Joiners of 
Traditional Greenhouses 


Bespoke service available 


Contact us for more information on our services and products: 


01647 252995 www.wggrace.co.uk 


Timeless, affordable 
jewellery for all occasions 
A dazzlingly beautiful range of 
necklaces, bracelets, earrings, 
brooches and scarf rings. 
e Vintage style enamels \ Poppy 
e Freshwater pearls rod 
e Swarovski crystals 
e Venetian glass 
e Pierced and 

clip-on earrings 


\ eternal 


\ COLLECTION 


Poppy 
Brooches 


Earrings 


For your FREE catalogue 


call 03453 707071 or visit 
www.eternalcollection.co.uk 


1 LGzERaPAUNT Lay 


6 ertainly Wood, the inventor of kiln 
dried firewood, is a family business 
and the largest specialist firewood 
supplier in the UK.All firewood and kindling is 
hardwood from sustainable british woodland. 
All logs are dried in unique wood fired kilns, 
and solar panels provide electricity.As the 

first to be approved in the HETAS Quality 
Assured Fuel Scheme, the company prides 
itself on premium quality and excellent, friendly, 


NO BETTER WAY 

TO LIGHT A FIRE! 

Natural, odourless and 
only ONE per fire. 


knowledgeable service 
for nationwide supply. 
Not only can you buy small packs 

from retailers across the UK, especially garden 
centres and country stores, but also you can 
have bulk orders of all products delivered 
direct to your home — a popular choice for 
many customers. To find your nearest retailer 
or to buy online visit our website 
www.certainlywood.co.uk 
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| Freeze frame 
Accidently stumbling across a 
distant view or being offered the 
chance to take a peep into 
another garden room invariably 
creates a frisson of excitement 
in agarden. Doorways or 
windows cut into walls or 
hedges are a wonderful way of 
achieving this, but sometimes 
simply framing a view with trees 
can create a dramatic reveal. 
When the frame or view is 
surprising or unexpected, the 
pleasure is even greater. In 

their garden The Pant, near 
Abergavenny, Camilla and 
Jeremy Swift have hung a frame 
high within the trees to offer a 
tantalising glimpse of another 
garden episode — a lakeside 
meadow in the valley below. 


Sarah Price is one of the 
UK's most sought-after 
garden designers who won 
worldwide recognition for 
her designs for the 2012 
Olympic Park. 


t=» The importance of 
ai’. transitions ina garden 


Like agood film, a truly immersive garden 
has atmosphere and intrigue, created in part 
by movement between its different spaces 


WORDS SARAH PRICE 


BRIT 
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design ideas 


\ he sumptuous photography that fills the pages of 


Gardens Illustrated captures much of the magic of the 
world’s most beautiful gardens. Sensational plantings 
at their seasonal peak are rendered in the gorgeous light of 
early morning or late afternoon. But there are some things 
that a camera cannot convey and it is a mistake to think 
of a three-dimensional space as a sequence of static two- 
dimensional ‘views’. This ignores the immersive qualities of 
a garden and the importance of movement within the space. 
It’s one thing to create impressive set-piece views, but the 
real challenge and reward is in bringing unity through well- 
considered linking and overlapping of garden scenes. Maybe 
it’s better to think as a cinematographer filming a long take 
rather than thinking like a photographer composing a series 


2 Natural boundary 
In their Pembrokeshire garden, 
Ty Glas, Neti de Mestre and 
Hugo Colville have created 
features, such as this island and 
pool, out of subtle changes in 
the topography. They've 
cleverly blurred boundaries 
between the garden and the 
landscape to give visitors an 
immersive experience. 


3 Urban drama 

Just as the unfolding plot of a 
thriller with its unexpected 
twists and turns keeps us 
gripped, a garden pathway that 
tracks from side to side, such 
as in this exotic urban garden 
designed by Declan Buckley, or 
veers unexpectedly to take us 
on ajourney, makes for a more 
interesting story. 


4 Hidden depths 


At Rousham, William Kent's 
masterpiece in Oxfordshire, 
visitors are led on an intimate 
and emotive journey through 
the garden with endless views 
and surprises creating a real 
sense of progression. This 
serpentine rill pulls you through 
sequences of darkness and 
light; through dark yew towards 
the shimmering Cold Bath. It is 
totally alluring, as you never see 
the whole rill at once. 


of still images. The opening scenes of a film are often more 
about creating an atmosphere and introducing one or two 
characters than revealing the whole storyline. So too, entering 

a garden: it should be like stepping through a portal into a new 
world and not knowing exactly what you'll discover inside. Even 
in a small space, you can create intrigue by partially obscuring 

a view; it may be the planting of a singular tall, rush-like Restio, 
a wall of semi-transparent Molinia grasses, a lacy-stemmed 
shrub, or a window cut into a hedge. 

The late garden designer Russell Page’s neoclassical garden, 
Villa Silvio Pellico, outside Turin, is built on a series of 
horizontal levels. He used hornbeam hedging, stone-edged 
pools, steps and level changes to create harmonious shifts in 
perspective that gently draw you in to explore his hillside [> 
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5 Lines of beauty 
Designer Piet Oudolf has given 
each section of the High Line in 
New York a distinct character 

— essential to keep interest ina 
long, linear park, such as this. In 
each section the plants, 
especially the trees, are distinct 
players in the action luring the 
visitor to explore further along 
the winding track. 


6 Height of style 

In this garden, designer 

and architect Christopher 
Bradley-Hole, has given a three- 
dimensional spin to a grid design. 
Opaque cubes of the tall grass 
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl 
Foerster’ act as a Soft foil to the 
more solid beech hedge. 


7 Marked contrast 
Transitions don't have to be 
subtle. The late garden designer 
Russell Page was a master 

of the dramatic progression. 
Here, in his neoclassical garden, 
Villa Silvio Pellico, near 

Turin, a formal knot garden 
seems almost to float above 
the more relaxed woodland 
garden on the hillside below. 


> masterpiece for yourself. The result is a garden that feels 
like it’s been there for ever. 

On a more modest scale, the garden of Hugo Colville and Neti 
de Mestre, Ty Glas in Pembrokeshire, started out as featureless 
farm fields around a derelict cottage, and they created a totally 
immersive world with the same eternal qualities as Villa Silvio 
Pellico. The pair dug a lake, created an island and around the 
house made ridges that shelter the garden. There are no set views. 
Shaggy box balls snake into meadow dotted with pink orchids, 
while low grassy banks decorated with orange hawkbit (Pilosella 
aurantiaca) mark transitions through the space. 

The High Line in New York cuts through the Lower West 
Side of Manhattan’s skyline. It’s an old, elevated railway, both 
narrow and long (it takes almost half an hour to walk the length 


of it). A long, linear park could become monotonous but Piet 
Oudolf keeps it lively by introducing different characters along 
the way: the burgundy, candyfloss-like blooms of the smoke 
bush Cotinus gives way to tightly packed birch groves and, in the 
distance, clumps of Rhus. Between the moments of drama an 
understorey matrix of grasses ensures smooth fades from one 
scene to the next. Dots and drifts of accent plants — Vernonia, 
Echinacea, Sanguisorba — signal transitions of mood. 

The garden at Prospect Cottage in Dungeness, once home 
to late film-maker Derek Jarman, is set within a bleak shingle 
landscape shadowed by a nuclear power plant. There are no 
fences and it’s not immediately clear where the garden 
begins and ends. It is sparsely planted and the shingle is an 
overwhelming environment — you see it for miles around and 
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you hear it and feel it underfoot. It is the setting for Jarman’s 
collection of garden episodes, comprising driftwood, rusty iron 
objects, collections of stones and plants from the shore — sea 
kale, horned yellow poppies and blue viper’s bugloss. The 
shingle is like the grading of film stock or a photographic filter; 
it gives the garden a underlying unity of hue and texture. 

Starting with a unifying species or material helps a design to 
hold together. Not many of us have shingle in our gardens, but 
what we do have is grass, stone and brick, all of which can flow 
like a river through the composition of a garden, establishing 
the immersive quality of a self-contained world. 

Just like great works of cinema, great gardens are created 
with a coherent vision, a guiding theme that encompasses 
everything, from the widest panorama right down to the tiniest 


8 Shingle minded 


In his garden at Prospect 
Cottage near Dungeness, the 
late film director Derek Jarman 
used small circles of driftwood, 
shells and flints to create 
miniature worlds within the 
shingle substrate. Punctuated 
by areas of colour, the shingle 
dominates, setting the tone 
and bringing cohesion to 

the garden, and creates a 
seamless transition to the 
surrounding coastline. 


Discover more 

Film 

For insights into Villa Silvio 
Pellico and Prospect Cottage 
you can find short lyrical films 
on both gardens at nowness. 
com/series/great-gardens 


Books 

Learn more about the late, 

great garden designer Russell 
Page in his seminal work: 

The Education of a Gardener 
by Russell Page (1962). 

The book is discussed in greater 
detail in Penelope Hobhouse’s 
selection of her favourite 
gardening books on page 97. 


detail. It’s surprising just how many of the tools and 
techniques of film-making can be transferred to garden design. 
Thinking about location and props, character and narrative, 
atmosphere and mood, movement and pace helps a garden 
designer first conceive of and then bring into being the 

special world of a truly immersive garden — one that leaps 

the gap between reality and the imagination. 

Unfortunately for gardeners, our characters don’t always 
stick to the script, and we can’t call on special effects and 
post-production trickery to help us out. But unlike a film 
director, who has to settle on a single, final edit to be seen 
on the silver screen, a garden will give an infinite number 
of performances throughout the seasons, each different, 


and the process of editing and refining never ends. 
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Wheeloarrows 


Nine of our favourite designs to lighten the load 


FOLDAWAY 


Collapsible aluminium 150kg transport cart, 


£373, Manufactum, 
0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


TWO-WHEELER 


Plastic 250kg wheelbarrow with two wheels, 


€298, De Wiltfang, 
+31 (0)346 218 111, dewiltfang.nl 


PUSH AND PULL-ALONG 
Henchman 350 barrow trailer 250kg, 
£325, Henchman, 

01635 299847, henchman.co.uk 


THE SHORT LIST 


CHOICE OF COLOURS 
Haemmerlin 90kg GO wheelbarrow, 
£69.99, Haemmerlin, 

01922 621286, haemmerlin.co.uk 


TAKE IT ANYWHERE 
The cart 120kg, 
€980, La Mule, 
+33 (0)5 5717 5244, lamule.com 


TWO-IN-ONE 
WORX 136kg Aerocart multi-use wheelbarrow, 
£165, QVCUK, 
0800 514131, qvcuk.com 


Cn SESS. IIE 
EASE THE STRAIN 
Baksaver barrow 100kg, 
£129, Baksaver Barrows, 
01769 579862, baksaver.co.uk 


CLASSIC STEEL 
Galvanised steel 120kg wheelbarrow, 
£89, The Worm That Turned, 
0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 


SITTING PRETTY 
Juliette wheelbarrow garden seat, 
£895, Bouf, 

020 8816 8284, bouf.com 
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VegTrug: 


MAKE A REGAL STATEMENT WITH 
WINDSOR OBELISKS AND ARCHES 


A new collection of metal obelisks, garden arches, rose towers and trellis has 
been launched by VegTrug, the iconic V-shaped vegetable planter company. 
Called the Windsor range the products come in a choice of finishes including 
anthracite, natural rust, silver and dark grey powder coated, ideal for any style 
of garden. They are supplied fully finished as opposed to flatpacked for self 


assembly, making them stonger and more durable as well as super-stylish. 


The range comprises three styles of metal trellis,a rose tower in a choice 
of heights, a rose arch, a half pavilion and five styles of obelisk, again in 
a choice of heights. Recommended retail prices start at £12.99 for the 


Shepherd’s Crook. 


For stockists please visit the website www.vegtrug.com 
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Handmade in Britain 


whw.carriercompany.co.uk catalogue available 
\ +44 (0)1328 820699 01225 851577 GARDEN 
Churchzkarm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK garden-requisites.co.uk REQUISITES 
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A life in books 


Acclaimed garden designer and 
writer Penelope Hobhouse shares 
her ten favObinite gardening books 


PHOTOGRAPES ANDREW MONTGOM ERY 
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Ultra-efficient 
electric radiators, 


GUARANTEE’ made in the UK! 


* with no misleading small print 


ll our electric radiators are covered 

by a comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee, which includes every part of 
them (unlike some manufacturers), 
even the temperature controls. 


How are we able to offer this unbeatable 
guarantee you ask? Because all our electric 
radiators are designed, built and rigorously 
tested in our UK factory. So there's no 
shoddy imported workmanship (and no 
dodgy software) — just cutting edge 
technology, working beautifully to heat 
your home. 


S UJ N F LO Experts in electric heating, 
manufactured in Britain 


Our new Invincible® heater range boasts a 
unique solid clay core design, combined with 
precision temperature control and intelligent 
power management. This means you can 
keep your home at the perfect temperature 
(and could also make your heating bills look 
a lot prettier too). 


The Invincible® range can be built to an 
almost unlimited range of sizes, colours and 
finishes to suit your home. We will design 
and fit the entire system and can even 
connect it to green energy. Plus, ask about 
our Central Intelligence App to control your 
heating remotely. 


~~ 
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KM 600144 


To find out more call 0800 158 8272 or visit www.sunflowltd.co.uk 
For your copy of our free brochure, please call 0800 158 8270 


books special 


uckily reading garden books 

still remains one of my greatest 

pleasures. It is both informative 
but also nostalgic, reminding me of how 
I learned and changed as a gardener, 
writer and designer. I now own not only 
a horticultural ‘working library but also 
one reflecting a more recent interest in 
Islamic styles and their religious 
significance. I keep them in separate 
rooms, as Islamic stuff, mainly relating to 
Iran, India and Central Asia, marked a 
big change in my life. Much of my garden 
design work meant constant travelling 
(mainly in the USA and Europe) and 
jetlag. I was in my seventies when I gave 
that up and instead went east, to Iran, 
Central Asia and northern India. I had 
a new passion unravelling the history 
of the spiritual Islamic garden. 

Now at 85 and retired, I am totally 
self-indulgent. Reading is no longer for 
research but for pleasure. It is hard to list 
my ten favourites so [ll try to relate 
them to my own experience. There are 
the books that became an integral part 


of my working life: plant reference 
books, which trace a learning curve as 

a practical gardener and plant lover. I 
started to garden by enjoying the Latin 
names of my favourite flowers. I am still 
happy to have my brain stimulated by 
lists of plants for suitable schemes, and 

I collected books that constantly 
introduced me to the best. Then there 
are books on garden design and history. 
It was important to become familiar 
with the great Renaissance designers and 
their influence on 18th-century Britain. 
Gradually I found my interest in foreign 
gardens and influences taking over from 
a concentration on English style. Writing 
a book (with Patrick Taylor) about 
European gardens led to stimulating 
travel and wider reading. 

Finally, I remember that true 
inspiration comes from landscape, 
whether mountain or desert, but we 
still need the written word to help us 
understand the beauty and importance 
of preserving our environment 
and defining our role in it. 


Design and the 
history of gardening 


Bxmens 
D 
\ Sylvia Crowe J, 


Garden Design 
by Sylvia Crowe 


Books on garden design and the history 

of gardening can be considered together 
as they are dependent on each other. My 
first choice must be that of the landscape 
architect Sylvia Crowe who published 
Garden Design in 1958. It remains the most 
comprehensive book on design | know. Her 
opening chapter is on history, to introduce 
the reader to jewel-like desert gardens 

and the Arabic-lslamic garden. She covers 
Far Eastern developments, the Italian 
Renaissance garden, French formality, 
English garden development and finally 
the contemporary garden in the West. But 
it is not all history — she weaves in design 
theory as she describes historical settings. 
By the time you get to part two, in which 
she discusses principles, you feel you have 
already absorbed her theories. 


EDUCATION 
GARDENER 
RUSSELL PAGE 


The Education of a Gardener 
by Russell Page 


The Education of a Gardener (published 
in 1962) by the great modern garden 
designer, Russell Page, is a classic. It is a 
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Unleash your creativity with 
our collection of over 60 

m 4 O exclusive designs to colour. 

Featuring new illustrations 
DESIGNS BY \ from our favourite artists, 
TOP ARTISTS Mollie Makes Colouring 


JONATHAN CALU é : 
KATE SUTTON J is bursting with cool 


geometrics, quirky doodles 
and unique twists on the 
natural world for you to 
personalise however 
you like. And we've even 
included a pack of ten 
pencils so you can start 
bringing the pages 
to life straight away! 
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PERFECT FOR SHADING, 
DETAIL & LETTERING 


restful, ‘dipping in’ book | keep by my bed. 
| have visited many of his gardens in 
Europe (particularly Italy) and in the USA. 
He thinks of a garden as a work of art; he 
is always composing a picture in which 
every detail has been planned. Colour and 
texture of leaf and flower rank equally with 
the architecture of substantial plants. The 
surrounding landscape, climate and soil 
type set the scene. One of the author’s 
major interests is the use of water. He 
describes his visits to great gardens and 
discusses what they taught him, and in 
doing so teaches me how to look and 
appreciate essential features. 


Page is always composing 
a picture in which every 
detail has been planned 


The Formal Garden in England 
by Reginald Blomfield 


Reginald Blomfield’s classic is quite 
different to Russell Page’s book above. 
Published in 1892, it is a historical survey 
of how gardens can not only be related to 
the house, a reflection of the architecture, 
but also settle both building and garden 
into the surrounding landscape. Blomfield 
is violently opposed to the contemporary 
writings of William Robinson whose The 
Wild Garden and The English Flower 
Garden (published 1880s) recommended 
anew natural-style design. Blomfield set 
off serious controversy and for this it is 
worth rereading. He makes you think 
where you stand in the argument which 
still reverberates today. | am mostly in 
favour of Blomfield because, although 
appreciating Robinson for his use of hardy 
plants, much of his writings have been 
misunderstood and have given modern 
gardeners a licence to neglect essential 
structure in garden design. 


PIANTS IN| 


GARDEN 


Plants in Garden History 
by Penelope Hobhouse 


There are two other history books that 
are very personal to me. In 1992 | wrote 
Plants in Garden History as a study of 
plant availability and discovery through 
the ages. How much did the great 
movements of garden history depend 
on plant novelties brought back by the 
intrepid explorers? | relished the 
research and learnt history starting with 
Egyptian tomb gardens and Persian 
paradise garden, to Louis XIV’s Versailles 
and on to the explosive 19th-century 
introductions that gave the Victorians 
colourful bedding-out flowers. 


PARADISE ASAGARDEN | 
InPersiaand Mughal India 
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Paradise as a Garden in Persia 
and Mughal India 


by Elizabeth B Moynihan 


After writing Plants in Garden History 

| went to Iran and had my first serious 
taste of the symbolic Islamic garden, 
although I'd visited the Alhambra many 
years earlier. | had already discovered 
Elizabeth B Moynihan’s masterpiece, 
which is the other book that’s very 
personal to me. Published in 1979, 


books special 


Paradise as a Garden in Persia and Mughal 
India remains the best introduction to 

this world. Highly readable, it is a brilliant 
synopsis of garden-making from Cyrus 
the Great's garden in the 540s BC until the 
decline of the great Mughal dynasty after 
the death of the Taj Mahal's builder, the 
Emperor Shah Jahan, in 1666 AD. 


The Landscape of Man 
by Geoffrey and Susan Jellicoe 


My next choice, written in 1979, is also a 
masterpiece: The Landscape of Man: 
Shaping the Environment from Prehistory 
to the Present Day. Already well-known for 
books on garden history and theory, the 
authors cover almost all the topics we have 
already discussed, but with an emphasis 
on the garden as part of the environment, 
so perhaps this is the only book you need. 


Italian Villas and Their Gardens 
by Edith Wharton 


Edith Wharton's Italian Villas and Their 
Gardens (1903) has been my faithful 
companion throughout Italian visits. The 
whole book, with pictures by Maxfield 
Parrish, has an aura. It captures the 
essence of Renaissance taste in a way no 
modern production can compete with. 
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Manual of Trees & Shrubs 
by Hillier 


Reference books lie ina small heap beside 
my desk. For me the most valuable is 
Hillier’s Manual of Trees and Shrubs. | have 
various editions, all heavily annotated by 


me or my husband. Although | love 

lots of perennials and annuals | cannot 
envisage a garden without a framework 
of woody plants to define spaces, create 
shadows and, whether evergreen or 
deciduous, give winter structure. 


Perennials 
and their 
garden 
habitats 


Beth Chatto has taught 
us to garden better 
using suitable plants 


Perennials and Their 
Garden Habitats 


by Richard Hansen and 
Friedrich Stahl 


The astonishingly detailed Perennials and 
Their Garden Habitats (translated from 
German in 1993) has become my new 
bible for planning my own garden. 
Originally intended for Hansen's landscape 
students at Weihenstephan near Munich, it 
is now widely consulted by all gardeners 
Unlike other dictionaries, it puts a greater 
emphasis on the ecological needs of a 
plant than on their aesthetic value in 
border schemes. It was an eye-opener. 
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The Green Tapestry 
by Beth Chatto 


No library can be complete without at least 
one volume of Beth Chatto's illuminating 
books. | owe so much to her. The Green 
Tapestry seems a good choice as it 
includes many descriptions of her own 
garden schemes and plant lists. | first 
discovered what she stood for at her 
display at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 
1976. She was the first exhibitor to display 
her plants according to their needs of dry 
or damp, shade or sun and, importantly, 
acid or alkaline soil, besides having a keen 
eye for the aesthetics of plant schemes. At 
the time she was ahead of everyone. Since 
then she has taught us to garden better, 
using suitable plants in sustainable ways. 
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Our favourite books of 2015 


A small selection of the books we've 
reviewed and loved over the past year 


The New 
; 4 American Herbal 
THE , DOV) 
N EV ; by Stephen Orr 
ORIEN ‘A fresh, stylish 
A M ERIWZAN and modern 


compendium 

on cultivating 
herbs in America 
for healthy eating 
— with stunning 


HERBAL 


STEPHEN ORR 


photographs. Review by Alys Fowler. 
Crown Publications, £22.50, offer price £20. 
ISBN 978-0449819937 


The Plant 
Lover’s 
Guide to 
Snowdrops 
by Naomi 
Slade 
‘Authoritative 


and well- 


THE PLANT LOVER’S GUIDE TO 


SN®VWDk SPS 


NAOMH SLADE 


illustrated 


monograph 
covering these winter flowers’ Review by 
Stephanie Donaldson. Timber Press, £17.99, 
offer price £15.99. ISBN 978-1604694352 


A Passion for 

Gardening 

by Twigs Way 

‘She takes a frank 

delight in the more 

bonkers aspects of 
Lcacnaatl the journey’ Review 

by Ambra Edwards. Prion Books, £14.99, 

offer price £12.99. ISBN 978-1853759222 


A PASSION FOR 


GARDENING 


Designing 

and Planting 

a Woodland 
Garden 

by Keith Wiley 
‘Ina project 
that's not for the 
faint-hearted, 
author Keith 
Wiley creates a 
woodland garden at Wildside from a bare field.’ 
Review by Rosemary Alexander. Timber Press, 
£25, offer price £22. ISBN 978-1604693850 


Designing 
and Planting 
a Woodland 0: 
Garden 


Oudolf Hummelo 
by Piet Oudolf and 
Noél Kingsbury 
‘Oudolf is part 

of amovement 
too varied to be 
categorised that 
takes inspiration 
from nature and 
whose underlying 
tenets are sustainability and biodiversity’ 
Review by John Hoyland. Monacelli Press, 
£40, offer price £36. ISBN 978-1580934183 


Cultivating Chaos 
by Jonas Reif 
‘Encourages 
gardeners to 
embrace the 
anarchic ways of 
self-sowing plants: 
Review by Rory Dusoir. Timber Press, £25, 
offer price £22.50. ISBN 978-1604696523 


How to Create a 
New Vegetable 
Garden 

by Charles Dowding 
‘Itis one of the most 
inspiring, abundant 
edible gardens 

I've seen and it's 
impossible not to 
want to learn some 
of its lessons: Review by Mark Diacono. 

Green Books, £19.99, offer price £17.99. 


ISBN 978-0857842442 
The New Kitchen 
THE NEW Garden 
KITCHE,, by Mark Diacono 
W SN\ i) ‘His emphasis 

! a’ is on things that 

(| ») () are expensive or 
fe es impossible to buy in 


shops, on the fruit 
and veg that only 
taste truly sublime 
when eaten the second they've been picked’ 
Review by Jodie Jones. Saltyard Books, £25, 
offer price £20. ISBN 978-1444734782 


HOW TO GROW SOME OF WHAT YOU EAT 
NO MATTER WHERE YOU LIVE 


MARK DIACONO 


Weeds 
by Nina Edwards 
‘The very word has gardeners 
bristling with hostility, but this 
book regards those tenacious 
members of the plant family 

j discerningly’ Review by 
Caroline Beck. Reaktion Books, £16, 
offer price £14.40. ISBN 978-1780234274. 


Book offer details 


Most of the books we feature each month in the review pages 

of Gardens Illustrated are available to readers at special rates. 

For details of book offers, arranged in association with Sparkle Direct, 
call 01326 569444 or go to gardensillustrated.com/bookshop 


102 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and mentioned 
in the magazine (excluding Penelope Hobhouse's choice of books in this month's books 
special), are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/bookshop. Alternatively, 

call 01326 569444 with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable to 


Gardens Illustrated to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, PO Box 60, Helston TR13 
OTP. Bookshop prices include p&p within UK, except orders under £10, which incur 
a £1.25 postage charge. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, 
please call 01326 569444 for a quote. All books are offered subject to availability. 
Please allow 7-10 days for delivery. Your contract is with Sparkle Direct Ltd. 


Jacksons 


Fencing 


Curves in all the right places! 


November in the garden is 
traditionally the time for having 
bonfires, pruning the deadwood 
and generally readying things for 
the onset of winter. Worthy and 
necessary work though this is, | am 
of the school of thought that whilst 
acknowledging we have my least 
favourite season to endure, now is 
a good time to focus on the coming 
year. 

The ability to take refuge in 
dreaming up potentially _ life 


changing projects for your garden, 
that can improve the quality of your 
leisure time, is something | freely 
admit to. It definitely gets me 
through some of the dark and 


I 
I 
il 


/ 
/ 


IU7, 
Mh 
/) 
/) 


depressing nights. I’ve indulged in 
fantasies of redesigning planting 
areas and decks, and have imagined 
pergolas that transform the 
ordinary to the extraordinary. 
Thoughts of these projects can act 
as a glimmer of hope or a beacon at 
the end of the wintery tunnel of 


gloom. 
So here is something new from 
Jacksons that could be the 


inspiration for your very own spring 
project - The Curve is a sleek and 
simple structure, that arches 
gracefully from the ground - there's 
no need for posts in this seemingly 
gravity defying contemporary 
garden shelter. 


a 


*2av 


=~ = 


or. 


Enter the free prize draw and be in with a chance 
to win one of our garden gate sets. We have 15 
different styles and various sizes - the gate sets 
come complete with posts and everything you 
need to hang the gate. They make having a new 
gate beautifully simple and straightforward, and 
they are all guaranteed for 25 years too! Simply 
log on to your local page, address below and 
follow the easy instructions on how to enter. 

The draw closes 31.12.15. To enter go to: 


www.jacksons-fencing.co.uk/lifestyle 


As with all Jacksons timber products 
it is made from Jakcured pressure 
treated softwood, guaranteed for 25 
years. The generous interior space is 
big enough to set up a dining area, 
leaving ample room for a chill out 
zone. This is enhanced by the 
unusual effects produced by sunlight 
shining through the horizontal slats, 
which creates a calming setting for 
relaxing in. 

Imagine illuminating the curves at 
night with LED strips to create a 
memorable dramatic effect? 

The possibilities of how to use this 
unique outdoor space are endless, 
and it has the added benefit of 
having clear polycarbonate sheets 
attached to the panels, making it 


shower proof. You can find out lots 
more about the Curve and its little 
sister, the Demi-Curve, by going to 
your dedicated page: 
jacksons-fencing.co.uk/lifestyle 
There are also full details on our 
‘beat the spring rush’ special offer 
there too — Place your order this 
winter, have it delivered on a date 
specified by you and we will give 
you half price delivery. 

Just think, then you will have the 
satisfaction of knowing you have 
got ahead of the curve, by beating 
the rush this spring — sorry, | had to 


get the curve reference in 
somewhere! 


For info on any of Jacksons products or brochures please call 
0800 408 4733 to talk to your local Jacksons Fencing Centre. 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago. See below 

for details. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
Gardens Illustrated is 
available as a digital 


edition — search = 

‘Gardens Illustrated’ 3 
on the App Store, 

Google Play or 

Zinio.com 

CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRETTIEST 


GARDENS 


INTER DANS 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 
L]UK-£4.40 per copy 
L]eU-£5.20 per copy 


[_] Rest of world - £6 per copy 


copy/copies of issue(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L]UkK- £5.50 per copy 

L]EU-£6.50 per copy 

[_] Rest of world - £750 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 


|] EU - £8.50 each 


Visa 


[_] Rest of world - £9.50 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Ll enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for £ 


[1 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


slipcase(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
L]UK-£9.50 each 
|] EU-£1075 each 


Mastercard Maestro 


HOU OU UU DO 


Expiry date L] L_| L| L] Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 


' [JUK-£750 each 


Signature 


L_] Rest of world - £12 each y 


Stockists 


Christmas gifts feature (pages 17-22) 


Aesop 020 7148 0236, aesop.com/uk 

Alice Shields alice-shields.co.uk 

Anthropologie 00800 0026 8476, anthropologie.com 
Barbour 0800 917 3000, barbour.com 

Bold & Noble 01462 339011, boldandnoble.com 

Bramble & Wild 01373 473788, brambleandwild.com 

Clarissa Hulse 020 7226 7055, clarissahulse.com 

Crocus 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 

The English Stamp Company 01929 439117, englishstamp.com 
The Future Kept thefuturekept.com 

Gardens Illustrated Shop 0344 245 8098, shop.gardensillustrated.com 
Great Dixter Shop 01797 254047 greatdixter.co.uk/shop 

Hen & Hammock 01844 217060, henandhammock.co.uk 
Highgrove Shop 0333 222 4555, highgroveshop.com 
Implementations 0845 330 3148, implementations.co.uk 
Lavender & Leeks lavenderandleeks.co.uk 

Liberty 020 7734 1234, liberty.co.uk 

Loop the Loop 01873 812524, looptheloop.co.uk 

Manufactum 0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 

National Trust Shop 0300 123 2025, shop.nationaltrust.org.uk 
The New Craftsmen 020 7148 3190, thenewcraftsmen.com 
Northlight Homestore 01235 848192, northlighthomestore.com 
Nutscene 01307 468589, nutscene.com 

Objects of Use 01865 241705, objectsofuse.com 

Paperchase paperchase.co.uk 

Paper Plane paperplanebristol.co.uk 

Polly Fern pollyfernsergeant.bigcartel.com 

Rowen & Wren 01276 451077, rowenandwren.co.uk 
Sanderson 01895 830000, sanderson.co.uk 

Such & Such 020 366 53452, suchandsuch.co 

Thornback & Peel 020 7831 2878, thornbackandpeel.co.uk 
True Grace 01225 318754, truegrace.co.uk 

VV Rouleaux 020 7224 5179, vwwrouleaux.com 


Garden lighting feature (pages 58-63) 


Baileys Home 01989 561931, baileyshome.com 

Floristry Supplies 0560 3490229, floristry-supplies.co.uk 
Lights4fun 01423 816 040, lights4fun.co.uk 

Squires Kitchen Shop 0845 6171810 squires-shop.com 
Wares of Knutsford 01477 537224, waresofknutsford.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD COMPETITION, P106 


HOW TO ENTER Enter online at gardensillustrated.com or post the answer with your 
name and address to: Gardens Illustrated 228/Christmas Crossword, PO Box 501, 
Leicester LE94 OAA. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. 
Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the Promoter's 
employees. By entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. Only 
one entry per person allowed. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or 
fraudulent entries. Closing date for entries is noon on 13 January 2016. The prize is a 
pair of Tobisho SR-1 secateurs with leather holster from Niwaki. Winner will be notified 
by 22 January 2016. The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

For details of the winners send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol, Tower 
House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN within two months of the closing date. If any 
winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing date, the Promoter 
will offer the prize to a runner-up. Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize 
with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. Immediate 
Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens Illustrated) would love to send you 
newsletters, together with special offers, and other promotions. If you would not like 
to receive these please write ‘NO INFO’ on your entry. Niwaki would like to send you a 
one-off email with up-to-date details of products and offers. If you would like to receive 
this, please write ‘NIWAKI INFO’ on your entry. 


when you subscribe to Eating & Living Gluten Free today 


A 24 AG 
Best-ever Christmas cake® 


TIA 
Tecypes 
Vialmple 
PAN, f } Je ax ‘ 
Cx LUGS 
« DIVINE FESTIVE DESSERTS a ee 
+ HANDMADE GIFTIDEAS a 
* MAKE AHEAD, FREEZER FILLERS | F mace 
) } . . ~ 
(ets batee! \ ick GO 
en-free recipes ie. ° Ee a 2 


Gorgeous glut 
for all your festive favourites 


1 top tips fora happy. 
stress-free holiday 


Make the ultimate 
' a 
=e Black Forest paviova 


Sw 


Wy 3 issues for just £5 - saving 72% 

ontinue at a low price of £ i 

ae p 25.99 every 6 issues 

ah cE seasonal gluten free recipes inside each issue 
p tips and advice from healthcare professional 

FREE UK home delivery 


PLUS: Presents for food lo 
puddings on test The bes 
a A AO 


Christmas crossword 


Zn Bee 


Pt 


Aes 


Solve our festive puzzle for gardeners and you 
could win a pair of secateurs from Niwaki 


ACROSS 

9 At once | rearranged monkshood or 
wolfs-bane (7) 

10 See 29 across 

12 Buffeted by wind, heads of Belladonna 
lily now damaged (5) 

13 Which will make tracks to your 
cabbages? (11) 

14 A Quercus with holly-like leaves — one 
removed from Oklahoma, perhaps (4,3) 
15 Tender perennials with showy flowers, 
included in ‘African’ nasturtiums (5) 
16/44 down Daddy-longlegs grub 

— donned by biker? (13) 

17 Salmon-pink chrysanthemum dead 
inside iris (5) 

18__ Dowding, famous for his ‘no-dig’ 
gardening (7) 

20 Pleasing sound of a compact 
Aquilegia series (5) 

22 Thorny shrub — good variety of rose (5) 
24 Common name for Solidago and 
mullein — and/or Rosa, perhaps (6,3) 
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27 Describes leaf with distinct divisions (5) 
29/10 Best-known variety of Photinia, 
Christmas card favourite (3,5) 

30 See 31 across 

31/30 Abies procera, a popular 

Christmas tree (5,3) 

32 Organic insecticide obtained from 
chrysanthemums (9) 

34 Speaks of removing top from plant 
stems (5) 
36 Acommon name for Godetia 
is‘___ flower’ (5) 
38 Percy, after whom a rhododendron is 
named — one of three Christmas visitors? (7) 
40 Plant, also called plantain lily, has to 
change (5) 
42 Type of allium in Welsh allotment (7) 
44 Succulent (5) 

45 Apple like ‘Discovery’ sweet? (7) 

46 A Robinia, in actual fact? (5,6) 

47 Plants like Phragmites wither finally, 
scattering seed (5) 


rE 
a = Pls 


48 Graduated measure of a bulb’s 
leaf-base (5) 

49 Observe damaged rose — nota 
pleasant sight! (7) 


DOWN 
1___ hookeriana commonly called 
‘Christmas box’ (10) 
2 Aster-like flower damaging boot nail! (8) 
3Aclematis group commonly called 
Leather Flower — in Calvi or Naples (6) 
4 Leaf stalks from soil Pete turned over (8) 
5 Samara liable to reveal the genus of 
Angelica tree (6) 
6 Part of one 35 down disturbing earth 
around end of autumn (6) 
7 Hue seen in Tresco, Lourdes (6) 
8 Britain's only native fritillary (6,4) 
11 Flogs catkin-bearing trees! (7) 
29 12 Running to seed — and shutting (7) 
ae 19 Flax fabric — row over name (5) 

20 Irritating little fly partly amid 
x geraniums (5) 

21 Tree trunk sportingly thrown in 
the air! (5) 
Less common in winter are 
redcurrants (5) 
25 Relating to the countryside in outer 
Urals (5) 
26 Flowering currant | removed from 
wild iberis (5) 
27 George Russell bred the modern form 
of this spiky flower (5) 
28 Specified times for stoned fruits? (5) 
30 Hybrid plant aka tree ivy, produces 
a fresh date (10) 
33 Name of popular cordon tomato 
— The Mint? (5-5) 
35 Pollen-producers meant to change 
between seasons’ start and end (7) 
37 Flower of Linaria genus — half amphibian, 
half Linum! (8) 
38 Dried and shrivelled as a leaf might be (8) 
39 Eg potatoes lifted at end of growing 
season — chief prune? (8) 
41 Old county location of Kew’s Millennium 


HOW TO 


Seedbank (6) 

ENTER 42 Term for ‘bristly’ — from gorse to 
For your chance to Anchiisa tS) 

y A 43 Showy flowers associated with May 
win a pair of 

i and Madonna (6) 

Wate 44 See 16 across 
secateurs (RRP 
£69) with leather 
holster (RRP £24) SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD 
from Niwaki, __ WILL BE PRINTED IN THE JANUARY ISSUE 
iearre nge tue ) NOVEMBER'S SOLUTIONS 
letters intheshaded = (7) ACROSS 1Piumose 5 Setts 9 Goliath 
squares to spell out ¥ 10 Laure! 11 Cyme 12 Dryad 13 Pick 
a word. Clue: family a | 14 Jekyll 17 Aerates 18 Haricot 20 Potash 

fe bale a& 22 Knot 23 Neeps 25 Okra 27 China 
Mls alm original 28 Upright 29 Mangoes 30 Wisley. 
Christmas gift. 
For details of DOWN 2 Leggy 3 Mildewy 4 Scald 

5 Salad crop 6 Trumpet 7 Seed cases 

how so enter 8 Chrysanthemum 15 Echinacea 
and terms and 16 Laciniate 19 Rotting 21 Troughs 
conditions see 24 Straw 26 Ratte. 
page 104. 
Competition 
open to UK . * 
residents only. é N iw a ki 
Closing date Great stuff from Japan 
13 January 2016. 
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Find the perfect Christmas gift for the discerning gardener 
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Umbrella Hand scratcher 
With a slate-grey cotton cover and wooden handle, our umbrella will A great multi-purpose weeder with a lovely ash wood handle. 
comfortably shelter two people on a rainy day. Regular price £45 Subscriber price* £40, plus P&P 


Regular price £30 Subscriber price* £25, plus P&P 
Maubach trowel 

The wide, flat, tapered blade is perfect for digging planting holes. 

It has an ash wood handle. 


Regular price £45 Subscriber price* £40, plus P&P 


VISIT OUR Exaggerated handweeder 
NEW ONLINE Perfect for use as a hoe or for uprooting weeds. Ash wood handle. 
SHOP Regular price £45 Subscriber price* £40, plus P&P 


To buy now visit gardensillustrated.com/shop228a 
or telephone 0344 245 8098' quoting code GI228a 


Or post Send your details and list of the item(s) you wish to order (including code GI228a), along with a cheque payable to Gardens Illustrated Shop, to: 

Gardens Illustrated Shop, PO BOX 4445, Colchester CO2 8GD. Write your name and address on the back of your cheque and don't forget to include postage. 

P&P For postage rates please call 0344 2458098 for a quote. If ordering multiple products, the highest p&p cost applies. 

Terms and conditions ‘The cost to call 0344 numbers is the same as calling a normal local or national landline. If your tariff or call package offers free or inclusive calls to landlines, numbers starting with 03 will be included. *To receive the subscriber discount please have 


your subscriber code to hand; for telephone orders you will be prompted for this, for web orders you will find instructions at gardensillustrated.com/subsdiscount. For postal orders please add your subscriber number to the back of your cheque. Your subscriber code can 
be found on the bag in which your magazine is posted. It begins with the letter 'G' and includes 6 digits. Subscriber price is for subscribers only. Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy 
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INSTANT HEDGES AND LARGE TREES 
SUPPLIED AND PLANTED ALL YEAR ROUND 


Before and after installation, taking less than a day to create a private garden 


Professional instant hedge and tree installers, 
with excellent customer satisfaction for over 30 years 


Practicality Brown create tree landscapes and green screens; from individual specimen trees 
and instant hedges for private gardens, to bespoke UK-wide projects for designers, architects 
and property developers. 


We are proud to be the sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™, which is UK- grown to be 
mature and flat sided. We also sell other hedging products, large shrubs, topiary and semi-mature 


trees, root-balled and containerised. In fact everything to present a mature garden finish. 


Call us to discuss your requirements; whether it’s for trees, topiary or hedges. We would be 
delighted to guide you around our nursery in Iver, Buckinghamshire to view our samples. 


a. 


Beautiful topiar Trees for immediate impact 
plary p 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 


THE INSTANT LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS 
Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 
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Find the perfect Christmas gift for the discerning gardener 


From £7 


From £30 


Tea towel Anti-bramble gauntlets 


This 100 per cent cotton tea towel features a bespoke Tough, leather, cotton-lined gloves with long suede cuffs. One size. 
illustration from print artist Hannah McVicar, a regular Regular price £35 Subscriber price* £30, plus P&P 
contributor to Gardens Illustrated. , 

Regular price £9 Subscriber price* £7, plus P&P Garden kneeler 


Our waxed cotton and suede kneeler will help protect your knees. 
Regular price £35 Subscriber price* £30, plus P&P 


Suede apron 


A waist-fitting apron in chocolate-brown suede with an adjustable 


VISIT OUR belt and four pockets for your tools, twine and mobile phone. 
NEW ONLINE Regular price £50 Subscriber price* £45, plus P&P 
SHOP 


To buy now visit gardensillustrated.com/shop228b 
or telephone 0344 245 8098' quoting code GI228b 


Or post Send your details and list of the item(s) you wish to order (including code GI228b), along with a cheque payable to Gardens Illustrated Shop, to: 

Gardens Illustrated Shop, PO BOX 4445, Colchester CO2 8GD. Write your name and address on the back of your cheque and don't forget to include postage. 

P&P For postage rates please call 0344 2458098 for a quote. If ordering multiple products, the highest p&p cost applies. 

Terms and conditions ‘The cost to call 0344 numbers is the same as calling a normal local or national landline. If your tariff or call package offers free or inclusive calls to landlines, numbers starting with 03 will be included. *To receive the subscriber discount please have 


your subscriber code to hand; for telephone orders you will be prompted for this, for web orders you will find instructions at gardensillustrated.com/subsdiscount. For postal orders please add your subscriber number to the back of your cheque. Your subscriber code can 
be found on the bag in which your magazine is posted. It begins with the letter 'G' and includes 6 digits. Subscriber price is for subscribers only. Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy 
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Christmas Gift Guide 


Have you started your Christmas shopping yet? 
Take inspiration from these luxurious and practical products 


BRITISH BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 
Give the gift of armchair 
beekeeping, and help save the 
honey bee. Receive 
a delightful welcome pack of bee 
goodies from the British 
Beekeepers Association and three 
award-winning newsletters with a 
year’s subscription to Adopt a 


Beehive for £30 plus p&p. BACKDOORSHOES 
Looking for the perfect gift for garden lovers? Backdoorshoes are 
a ei : sia eek lightweight, durable, waterproof garden shoes. There are a variety of unique 


designs for both men, ladies and children available including worms, 
butterflies, meadow and grass. A shoe choice for everyone! Sizes range from 
UK 11-3 for children £15 a pair and UK 3-13 for adults £20 a pair. 


Web backdoorshoes.co.uk 


WHICHFORD 

POTTERY 
Handmade in Warwickshire 
and guaranteed frostproof 
for ten years, this elegant 
Star Pot (28cm high x 33cm 
wide) makes a thoughtful gift for 
all garden lovers. Free delivery 
offer to mainland Britain (saving 


£29.50). £55 each or special price 
LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS of £95 for two (saving a further £15) 


Leander’s beautiful plant supports in rusted iron make wonderful, delivered to cine address: Oller ends 
original presents for your gardening friends and relations. Shown here are 20/12/15. T&Cs apply. 
the Lobster Pot, which is ideal for peonies and poppies, and the Flower 
Basket with grow-through grid for supporting and showcasing special bulbs 
and perennials. 


Tel 01773 550495 
Web leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


Phone to order. 


Tel 01608 684416 
Web whichfordpottery.com 


ARTISAN PLANT SUPPORTS 


SHOEGARDEN Artisan Plant Supports manufactures a range of quality hand-crafted 

Shoegarden is the home of Haflinger slippers and clogs made with metal garden plant supports that are designed to provide architectural 
natural materials. You can find the widest range of pure wool slippers and structure within the garden, whilst also complementing and enhancing the 
felt clogs in a variety of colours and styles for both men and women. The plants features. They come in a range of finishes from rusted, galvanised and 
robust rubber sole makes them great for around your house and garden. Buy — powder coated in a choice of colours, they also offer a bespoke made-to- 
online with £5 OFF use code: GARDEN2 at the checkout. measure service too. Brochure available on request. 


Tel 01223 244400 Web shoegarden.co.uk Tel 01538 753128 Web artisanplantsupports.co.uk 


KADAI FIREBOWL 
The award-winning Kadai Firebowl is a beautiful and versatile bbq/fire 
bowl ‘Designed in England, Handmade in India’ Special winter offer - 70cm 
Recycled Kadai Firebowl on high and low stands, cooking tripod and bowl for 
an amazing £289. Fall in love this winter with outdoor living. Visit us at the 
Spirit of Christmas Fair in Olympia 2-8 Noy, or at Ideal Home 25-29 Noy. 


Tel 01694 771800 
Email info@kadai.com Web kadai.com 


CARPET BAGS 

Stylish and unique Carpet Bags make gorgeous gift options. These 
individually hand-crafted treasures are made in the heart of East Anglia 
using velvety soft yet tough viscose and cotton rugs. With a number of 
different traditional carpet designs to choose from, and a range of styles 
from small shoulder bags and handbags to big Gladstone bags, there is 
something for everyone. 


Tel 01379 687690 Web carpetbags.co.uk 


l PERILLA 

Treat your feet to gorgeous 
alpaca socks from Perilla. Thick 
walking socks are perfect for the 
gardener in the winter months. 
Alpaca fibre has higher insulating 
properties than any other fibre, repels 
odour and bacteria but gently wicks 
away moisture. The palette of colours 
includes natural colours of sedge 
green and mulberry to vibrant tones 
of raspberry and burnt orange. All 
socks can be beautifully gift boxed 
for Christmas presents. 


Tel 01886 853615 
Web perilla.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE ORGANIC GARDENING CATALOGUE 

Hug Rug barrier mats are designed to be used indoors to keep dirty 
footprints out. They’re perfect in the porch or entrance hall, garden room, 
conservatory or indeed anywhere you choose. Trapping up to 95% dust, dirt 
and mud, and in a range of contemporary designs, there’s something for all 
homes. Made from 100% recycled content, all materials are sustainably 
sourced. Hug Rugs are fully machine washable at 30°C and made in the UK. 


Tel 01932 878570 Email enquiries@organiccatalogue.com 


l GARDENATURE 


Create your very own wildlife TV channel. Hand-built bird box in 
western red cedar with an ultra-high-resolution camera system featuring 
audio and IR night vision. Ready assembled and simple to set up with easy 
instructions. 


Tel 01255 429931 
Web gardenature.co.uk 


l GARDEN DIVAS 

Garden Divas is a specialist garden gift website, perfect for gardeners 
with style. Shop online and find a fabulous selection of Christmas Gifts for 
women gardeners and a new range especially for men. Stunning handpicked 
collections bringing colour into the gardening world. Browse the extensive 
ranges including garden tools, accessories, gloves, special treats and wildlife 
products to find the perfect gift for a gardener. 


Tel 01462 421836 Web gardendivas.co.uk 


Marketplace To advertise call Olivia Charlesworth on 0117 314 8361 


BLINDS EDUCATION 


# Gardening Courses 
HILL ARYS MADE-TO-MEASURE BLINDS, 4 ee 


CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 


¢ For leisure or for a career 

* Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 

* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 


Make awindow. Make a room 


ROMANS * ROLLERS * VENETIANS * VERTICALS * CURTAINS 
SHUTTERS * AWNINGS * PLEATED CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk +www.hccollege.co.uk 


CEs f 
GARDEN TOOLS 


| 
| Secateurs, hedgeshears and the world’s finest 
| pruning saws in superb, tempered Japanese steel 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR GARDE NS 
CALL 0800 389 1658 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK Ga aed 


"T's & C's apply. 


LOG SPLITTERS 


To advertise 


CLIMATISED COATINGS | eae 


Olivia Charlesworth 
ELIMINATES HOUSE PAINTING fas 


Climatised Coatings are a superb range of 
external wall coatings that are tough, flexible, 0117 314 8361 
durable and weatherproof 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Cy 


a iB 
Telephone: & BUILDINGS 

O42 A7Q i 
| 01494 881479 e 

For more ; 5 * High build breathing coating suitable for all types of external walls GREENHOUSES 

/ * All latest colourings available * Nationwide service with over 20 years' Top brand greenhouses at 
information see our &s experience * Guaranteed not to flake, peel or chip for 10 years factory Sie orices 
website: * Not affected by acid rain or salt laden atmosphere é z } F 


This resurfacing is applied by high pressure spray by our own fully trained staff. 
All our work is done by our own highly trained personnel, to an exceptionally 
high standard of detail, rarely seen these days. 


www.logmatic.co 
= Pagnts ve a) 


Climatised C atings (UK Ltd STO FES CESS, 
05 West n Gr ve, Chester CH2 QP ed aan 


re ay E LOGMATIC®: Tel: 0244 78488 0800 083 9631 
A : WEDGE AXES & info@climatisedcoatingsuk.co.uk 
t www.climatisedcoatings.co.uk for FREE brochure pack 


www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 
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ON SALE 9 DECEMBER 
Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 32. 


Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


the writer’s plot 


Indigenous species 


Frank falls for a Californian native and wonders why it is not planted more on home soil 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION CELIA HART 


ative planting, ‘40: actually do anything, and a 
in a garden : 47 Vin UN declaration made strong] 
g ed ‘) $1 J wv gy : LY 
context, was ny ie ee PP det ; enough can dispense with 
always a concept that eh] Tins, \t COE NY : effort for as long as you 
rae APR 
made me shudder a little. can be bothered to make it. 
Much as I love my weeds, Then, not long after 
the appeal was always the realities of the drought 
in their ebullience and first began to kick in, I 
lust for life rather than took a guest for a walk in 
their ethnic purity. In the the Matilija wilderness, 
British Isles the roll call of which forms part of our 
plants that are native for view on the other side of 
a certainty is so short that the valley. The lushness 
a garden made exclusively was astonishing. Lush 
from them would not be might not seem the right 
very different from the word to a temperate 
hedgerow outside of it. reader but, comparatively, 
Not that that would be after driving there along 
likely to deter the usual roads lined with dying 


sort of hair-shirt nettle 
eater who goes on about 


gum trees, it seemed so to 
us. It was early summer 


native plants but it is and the time when all 
not gardening: rather the romneyas were in full 
some sort of painfully flower and every open 
virtuous opposite. space punctuated with the 
I do understand So much you might expect, but the amazement, giant white exclamation 
that there are places marks of Yucca whipplei. 
arith a an and my new love, was Arctostaphylos glauca eineas : a 
introduced plants were a but the amazement, and 
bit of an ecological disaster but, really, was that the fault of the plants? my new love, was Arctostaphylos glauca. In the same family as heathers 
Surely the original and greater problem was the self-introduction of and recognisably related to Arbutus, this immense manzanita could 
the European members of a certain particularly arrogant species give a slight impression of an olive at a distance. Closer, it is infinitely 
of fauna. The very same ones that are now hectoring each other more beautiful, with bark the colour of polished oxblood and stiff 
about native planting. You don’t hear many Australians arguing for grey leaves held upright over clusters of white or pink bells, and, later, 
handing the whole continent back to the Aboriginals as a solution berries of another bloody hue. Why, my companion and I ricocheted 
to their eco-problems. Much easier to stick a few kangaroo paws at each other with every new sighting, is this not planted in every 
at the bottom of your suburban garden and castigate those whom garden in California? I had not even seen it stocked in a nursery. 
you consider to be less enlightened. Subsequent searching has not yielded much. A kind friend found 
Here, in California, where the climate is against us, I three tiny plants in a nursery that was closing down. The 


expected to be constantly buttonholed on the subject but 
have only come across one or two people who claimed to 
plant native. And with them you only had to look around 
you for an instant before being able to ask where exactly in 


internet hasn’t come up with anything over five gallons 

or under a 100 miles away, and they are usually, on closer 
inspection, varieties intended for ground cover. You can 
get full grown olive trees with a snap of your fingers 

but why would you want them when there are greater 
glories closer at hand? There are parts of the garden 

where I thought of putting olives but all I can think of is 
Arctostaphylos. Now I’ve finally gone native, the frustration 


California that species of jacaranda or wisteria, or whatever 
you happened to be frowning at, came from. The flustered 
backtracking that followed would involve a dissembling 
gesticulation towards some scruffy underplanting and the 


Frank Ronan is 


a novelist who 
admission that they had only begun last summer. Here, it gardens in both is unbearable. There is a nursery nearby selling only 


is far more important to declare your intentions than to the UK and USA. Australian plants. The irony is killing me. 
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The Stunning RHS Collection 


Cedar 
Seed Trays 
SEE OUR FULL SELECTION ONLINE 


Why not treat someone to something special this Christmas, 
visit our website or call for our full selection of products 


The only 
timber 
greenhouses 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


wena FOR INFORMATION CALL 01829 271 890 or visIT www.gabrielash.com 


HARTLEY Re» BOTANIC 
Wn 


With PRIDE SINCE 1936 


Ihe. PANGS) SLASShOUSes 
MMe Gari Buby 


For our full range of greenhouses and OFFERS call or click 0800 783 8083 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: Gl 


